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< What are Numismatics, Mainmat' asked 
Frank Willis, looking up from the book be- 
fore him. 

^ The word is used, my dear,' she replifd, 
* to express the science of classifying coins, 
inTestigating their history, traciilg them 
through all the varieties jof impression, 
weight, value, and so forth.' 

* Have you any thing about it in that book, 
brothfer?' said his sister Fanny. 

' No ; but I just recollected hearing a gen- 
tleman say that he was giving himself to the 
study of Numismatics, and I wanted to know 
what that could be.' 

^I should not envy the gentleman's task,' 
observed Thomas ; < for surely a man must 
soon be tired of looking over pld bits of de- 
faced metal, often chipped, cracked, ,aad 
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covered with rust. I would give a good 
handful tor one new bright shilling.* 

' Many persons would be willing to close 
with your offer,' said his Mamma, smiling ; 
* for I have seen a new bright guinea given 
for one of those same old, cracked, defaced 
bits of metal, which you so greatly despise.' 

* It must have been some famous Roman 
or Grecian antique, surely,' remarked Frank. 

* No, it was a silver penny of one of our 
English kings, and that by no means the 
most scarce or valuable of its kind.' 

* Well, if ever I collect, it shall be in Ro* 
man coins,' said Frank ; * they are the most 
interesting.' 

' To me,' answered his Mother, Uhe Eng- 
lish series is far more so. Of Numismatics, 
as a science, I know BtUe or nothing ; but 
I confess that some of our earlier money- 
pieces have a great interest for me.' 

* How, Mamma ? What sort of pleasure 
can you take in them V said little Fanny. 

•Do you remember, Fanny, how much 
yon were struck with the story of the inter- 
dict laid on this kingdom for six years toge- 
ther in the reign of King John ; the suffer 
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ings of the people, while every church was 
closed, and all religious ordinances suspend- 
ed, and the king's attendants forbidden to 
yield him any service whatever, while he 
continued to resist the authority of the proud - 
bishop of Rome!' 

* Yes, Mamma, I thought it very strange, 
and very interesting.' 

* Well, I have a smaU silver coin of John's 
reign — rather a scarce thing; and when I 
look upon it, and consider through how 
many hands it probably circulated^ in those 
extraordinary days, it brings the scenes to 
my mind more forcibly than any written de- 
scription could do without such a remem- 
brancer, and this imparts a value to the 
coin ; which, I confess, answers Thomas's 
description in some points.' 

* But the coin,' said Thomas, * would tell 
you nothing. Mamma, if you did not already 
know the history of those days.' 

* No, it is as an accompaniment to that most 
valuable branch of knowledge, history, that 
I prize the coins of the various periods ren- 
dered interesting by remarkable events.' 

* Mamma.' exclaimed Thomas, < if I tbottf ht 

!• 
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that your little coin was in the pocket of one 
of the barons at Runnimede, when they 
'forced that tyrannical king to sign our Mag- 
na Charta, I would rather hare it than a 
guinea.' 

The others laughed at this sudden rise of 
the value of qld coins in Thomas's estima- 
tion, and his Mamma replied, < I cannot sa- 
tisfy you Qn that point my dear ; but I know 
this John's penny wa» issued during the 
reign of that monarch; and certainly I do 
ndt look at it without a thankful remem- 
brance df Magna Charta.' 

' I will study Numismatics,' said Thomas ; 
* how shall I begin ?' 

His Mamma replied, * You may look over 
my change, when I take any ; curious pieces 
are often found so, and some of the finest 
Collections in the world have been com- 
menced in that way.' 

During this conversation, the eldest son 
of the family was busily engaged at another 
table, preparing for his college examination. 
He now rose, and saying, ' I think I can 
help you, Thomas, to lay a foundation for 
your future museum ;' left the room. 
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* How good-natured Robert is V Said the 
delighted candidate' for Ni^mismatic honors. 
* I dare say he is gone to fetch me a coin to 
begin with.' Nor was he disappointed ; for 
his brother returned, bearing a small can- 
vass bag, the contentjs of which he emptied 
on the table ; and .as a good many pieces of 
copper, with some 'silver, came jingling 
down, Robert said, 'There, Mamma, you 
may as well put away your work, for I am 
mistaken if you do not find employment 
enough without it.' His Mamma, with a 
smile, asked where he procured so many 
coins ; he replied that he had made ja sort 
of hobby of the pursuit for a few months ; 
but having soon become tired, he gave it 
up ; and had forgotten his treasure until her 
remarks on the John's penny reached him. 
He then went back to his book, followed by 
the thankful exclamations of the children, 
who began, with great eagerness, to turn 
over the different pieces. 

* Here,' cried one, * I have found a won- 
derful coin : it has a castle on one side, and 
on the other a pair of shears. Did they 
fight with scissors, Mamma, in this reign ?" 
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* No : I am sorry to say, it is nothing 
more than a tradesman's token.' 

Several other disappointments were ex- 
perienced until Fanny took up one, saying, 
* here is a pretty half-penny, it has a man's 
head on one side, with long hair, and on the 
other there is a crown, with weapons cross- 
ing it, and three great X's ahove.' 

' That,' said her Mamma, ' is a piece of 
King James' gun-money, and its value half a 
crown.' 

< You mean that it would sell for so much, 
Mamma, because it is curious ?' 

' No, I mean that it was issued for a half 
crown, and passed current as such.' 

* Oh, Mamma, it is copper, and at most 
could be only a penny.' 

' It is not so good as copper, Frank ; it is 
of base metal, compounded from old gims, 
bells, kettles, and all the rubbish they could 
bring together ; and it was issued by James 
the Second, during his last desperate at- 
tempt to recover the throne which he had 
abdicated, and was forced upon the people 
of Ireland as a half crown. The three X's 
which yon see, indicate the Talue ^o be thir* 
ty pence.' 
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Robert, who heard this, now said, — * An 
other time, boys, I will give you the history 
in full of the gun-money, with all king 
James's exploits in Ireland ; for I have just 
been reading an account of that stirring 
lime. However, as I must now work a prob- 
lem, and your discourse becomes too inter- 
esting to allow of my doing it here, I shall 
go off to my room for a while.' 

♦But the gun-money, Robert, the gun-mo- 
ney,' cried the younger ones, * when will 
you tell us about the gun-money ?' 

• Why to-morrow, if you Hke. Mamma 
win find plenty to amuse and instruct you 
with for this evening. Only remember, I 
reserve to myself the privilege of delivering 
the lecture on gun-money.' And away he 
ran. 

After some further discoveries, and ex- 
planations, Frank took up a piece of silver^ 
saying, * Here is a bent coin, with two ugly 
faces, staring at one another, ; but I cannot 
make out the inscription, it is so worn.' 

*A bowed shilling of Philip and Mary f 
exclaimed his Mamma, taking it, and looking 
at H 80 long and so pensively, that the ehild* 
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ren were in ezpectatioii of something to in- 
terest them. At last Fanny said, * If that is 
cruel queen Mary» * would not look at her ; 
r if I did, it would be to see how much her 
ace was like that of a she wolf, or a tiger, 
that tears people to pieces.' 

*Are you thinking about the martyrs 
Mamma V asked Frank. 

* I am, my dear : of one mart3nr in particu- 
lar, whose touching story was immediately 
brought to my mind, when I saw this bowed 
shilling of Philip and Mary.' 

* Will you tell us about it. Mamma? Who 
was the martyr — what was his name V 

* The martyr was a female, a woman in 
humble life, wonderfully gifted with patience 
and fortitude to suffer beyond the common 
lot of her dear brethren and sisters in tribu- 
lation ; and enabled at last to yield her life, 
a joyful testimony for the truth as it is in 

^Jesus.' 

All the other coins were now pushed aside ; 

he children placed themselves in attitudes 

of attention, every eye fixed on Mamma. 

who, still holding the bowed shilling in her 

hand, and looking upwards for a few m«- 
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ments, in secret prayer thus began the tale 
of Alice Benden. 

* I need not tell, my dear children, that 
the unhappy queen, whose faded effigy is 
stamped on this coin, succeeded her pious 
brother, young king Edward, in the year 
1551. She was, you know, the daughter of 
Henry VIII. and his first wife, Catherine of 
Arragon, from whom he sought to be di- 
vorced : and because the Pope opposed his 
plan, Henry renounced that proud pontiff's 
authority, and freed the land from a yoke 
under wJiich it had groaned for several cen- 
turies.' 

• ' Why did the Pope oppose him. Mam- 
ma ?' 

* Because the Emperor of Germany, Cath* 
arine's nephew, was too formidable a person 
to be just then provoked ; he had besides 
raised that pontiff to the See of Rome, and 
so bound him to his interests. The Empe- 
ror did not wish to see his aunt divorced 
and his cousin depriyed of the succession : 
so he engaged Pope Clement in their favor : 
and Henry, rather than be thwarted in hi* 
imperious will, did what no prince was sup- 
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posed to have courage eTen to dream of^ 
he threw off the papal sapremacy altogether, 
proclaiming himself head of the Church oi 
England.' 
* That was a good thing,' observed Tho« 



* It was indeed : and being brought about 
by evil men, for bad purposes, it shows the 
the hand of God overruling all for the pro 
motion of his glory, and the good of his peo« 
pie. Henry, having disposed of the Pope's 
authority, soon accomplished the divorce, 
put away Catherine, and married Anna Bo« 
leyn ; who was as^reat a favorer of Pro- 
testantism from principle as Henry was an 
enemy to popish ascendancy from selfish- 
ness. No doubt, the injury inflicted on her 
mother, who was an inoffensive and amiable 
princess, deeply rankled in the mind of Mary ; 
and the spirit of revenge, long indulged, led 
to the frightful cruelties that afterwards ren- 
dered her reign no better than a great speck 
of blood on the record of England's history. 
It is a fearful thing to harbor any evil pas« 
sion in the breast; be sure it will one day 
obtain the mastery, and lead to the commis- 
«ion of some terrible sin. 
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* Henry was no real Protestant ; he perse- 
cuted even to a cruel death those who rejected 
the spiritual tyianny of Rome, as be had 
done its political despotism ; and to keep the 
consciences of his subjects fettered, you 
know he caused the dreadful act, called the 
Six Articles, to be passed ; which made it 
death to deny transubstantiation, or to re- 
nounce any of the iniquitous doctrines of 
popery.' 

* Before you go on. Mamma,' said Fanny, 
* Will you please just to tell us what are the 
great points wherein the Protestants differ 
from the Pope, and for which they were put 
to death.' 

* Protestants, my dear, differ from the Ro- 
mish church, just in those points where the 
Romish Church differs from Scripture. The 
chief article on which our martyrs suffered 
death, was transubstantiation. That is, a 
supposed change of the simple articles of 
bread and wine, into the very same body of 
our Lord Jesus Christ which was born of 
the Virgin Mary, crucified on Mount Calvary, 
buried, raised from the grave,«ai}d received 
into heaven.' 

S 



Digitized by Google 



14 AU6Z BEN DEN. 

* Oh, how can any one, believe such an 
impossible thing !* cried the children. 

* Strictly speaking,' replied their Mamma, 
* nothing is impossible with God, except that 
He should deny himself, or do any thing 
contrary to his own written word. There- 
fore the great argument against this strange 
and false doctrine is, that it cannot possibly 
be reconciled to the plain truths of the Bible. 
The body which our blessed Lord took, was 
a natural real body, of flesh and blood, bones 
and sinews. That body was crucified and 
bmiedi with that body he rose from the dead, 
and ascended into heaven, and sits at the 
right hand of the Father, until all his ene- 
mies shall be made his footstool. Now, it 
is impossible that a real body should be in 
more than one place at one time. So that 
they who belieye in transubstantiation, most 
believe both that Christ ceases to be at the 
Father's right hand whenever a priest cde- 
brates mass, and also that he is, not merely 
in two, but in twenty thousand places at did 
same moment of time.' 

* And if so,' said Robert, who had jretum- 
•d to ih« room, < if soi then it would appear 
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that our Lord's body ii not a real but a fan- 
ciful one. Can any of you bring a text to 
prove that it was a real body, one that could 
be felt, as well as seen, which our Lord had 
after his resurrection !* 

They considered awhile, and then Frank 
repeated the words of the Lord, when his. 
disciples were frightened at seeing him in 
the midst of them, after he had risen from 
the dead : ** And he said unto them. Why 
are ye troubled ? and why do thoughts arise 
in your hearts ? Behold my hands and my 
feet that it is I myself; handle me, and see ; 
for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye 
see me have." Luke xxiv. 38, 89. 

* Right, my dear boy,' said his Mamma. 
* Now, with that precious text in your heart, 
could you persuade yourself that a man has 
it in his power, whenever he pleases, to turn 
a little round thin cake of bread into the very 
same identical body which the disciples saw, 
touched, and worshiped, and which after- 
wards went into heaven ?' 

*0h, Mamma, who could believe it! But 
how can the priest change the shape of the 
little cake into that of a man t' 
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' The cake, or wafer, is not changed, either 
in shape, size, color, taste, smell, or touch. 
It remains the same in all respects, as far as 
the senses can judge ; and, moreover, if it is 
^pt long, even after this supposed change 
into the hody of our adorahle Lord, it will 
breed worms, become putrid, and perish.' 

* You need say no more, Mamma,' said 
Thomas, his face red with emotion ; * I 
would go into the fire any day, sooner than 
believe such horrid blasphemy of my Lord 
and Savior.' 

* And it is contrary to God's direct word 
too,' added Frank, < for the sixteenth Psalm 
says, " Neither shalt thou suffer thine Holy 
one to see corruption." And St. Peter in the 
second chapter of the Acts, declares that it 
was spoken of Christ. Indeed, I don't think 
any body can really believe such a monstrous 
thing, Mamma.' 

* They fall down and worship it as God,' 
replied Mrs. Willis. 

*Fall down and worship it!' cried the 
children in amazement. 

* Yes, my dears ; and it was for refusing 
so to do, that our blessed martyrs suffered a 
cruel death bv fire.' 
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* What is the difference,' said little Faimy, 
* between king Nebuchadnezzar with his gol- 
den image and his fiery furnace, and the Pope 
of Rome, with his wafer and faggots ?* 

Robert replied, * There is this difference, 
that Nebuchadnezzar was a heathen, and did 
it openly against God ; while the Romish 
church calls itself Christian, and in the name 
of Christ gives over to bodily death, and 
eternal suffering, all who will not acknow- 
ledge a piece of bread to be Christ, and wor- 
ship it.' 

* It gives me quite a painful feeling, Mam* 
ma,' said Thomas, *to hear such things* 
How is it possible for aay person with com- 
mon sense to believe them X* 

* Alas, my dear child t ^ God hath sent 
them a strong delusion, that they should be- 
lieve a lie." They listen to the words of 
unrighteous men, sooner than the infallible 
truth of the Holy Scriptures ; and the con- 
sequence is, that they will believe any thing, 
however contrary to reason itself.' 

* But surely the Bible must convince them 
of their error,' observed Frank. 

< It would, if they studied it: and that is 
2* 
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another great point between us. Protest- 
ants make the Bible the rule of their faith ; 
that is, they profess to believe what the Bi- 
ble teaches them, neither more nor less : 
Romanists are forbidden by their priests to 
study the Bible at all, where the priests hare 
power to do so, as in foreign lands, and Ire- 
land. Among us, you will find many of the 
church of Rome allowed to read it ; but then 
they are told that it is at the peril of their 
souls, if they believe or understand any part 
of it, contrary to what the church, that is, 
the priesthood, commands them.' 

' That is like setting a man to run a race 
with his legs tied,' observed Frank. 

« So it is,' said Robert. « The church of 
Rome lays fetters on the mind and soul. In 
the days of Mary, it was thought a sufficient 
cause to put any person to a dreadful death, 
if he or she possessed even the New Testa- 
ment in a language understood by the peo- 
ple.' 

Nobody answered this ; the children 
seemed too much astonished to speak. Fan- 
ny, however, slipped off her chair, softly 
took her little Bible from another table, and 
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\. rapping it in her pinafore, sat down again, 
with the treasure clasped close to her ho- 
som. 

*Hdld it fast, Fanny,' said her eldest 
brother; 'it is of far more value than your 
life.' 

*Now for our story,' said Mrs. Willis* 
* As we proceed in it, we shall become fur- 
ther acquainted with the great errors of this 
unhappy church, which falsely calls itself 
catholic' 

* What does catholic mean, Mamma V 

* It is derived from two Greek words, and 
signifies the whole, or perfect truth, as taught 
from the beginning. It cannot be properly 
applied to any but the church of Christ ; and 
therefore it is that the Romanists are so 
anxious to keep that name which too many 
Protestants still foolishly allow them. In 
our creeds, we acknowledge the holy catho- 
lic church ; in our Liturgy we pray for the 
good estate of the catholic church ; and then 
we go forth and call that church* the catholic 
church, which, if we be real Christians, we 
would not belong to, to save our very lives ! 
Is not this awful trifling witb solemn things V 
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* I am glad you told ps, MaiQjna,' sa^d 
Frank. ' We must remember this. Shall 
we call them Roman Catholics ?'. 

'I cannot,' observed Robert: 'for it 
would seem to acknowledge. that thecatho- 
lie faith is taught by those at Rome, which is 
a falsehood. Papists is the proper name ; 
because they acknowledge for their supreme 
head the pope, whose title in latin, is Papa. 
Papa-Uts is therefore the best name for such 
as glory in following him ; but since that is 
now looked on as a term of insult, I am will- 
ing so far' to avoid giving offence, as to 
drop it and call them Romanists.* 

* The reason they profess to take offence 
at all these titles,* said his mother, ' is be- 
cause they want to be acknowledged as the 
Catholic church ; and so out of our own 
mouths to condemn us, for separating from 
a church which, they say, we confess in our 
creeds and prayers to be the only true one.* 

* I see it plainly,' said Frank ; and I will 
take care not to be caught so again. Now, 
Mamma, for the story, at last. We will in- 
terrupt you no more.' 

* You are welcome, my dears, to ask any 
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qjuestion as I gt> on. The shilling that I 
hold in my haad brought forcibly to my re- 
collection tjiat simple and touching story 
which you shall hear, as far as I am able to 
relate it ; and trmy the Holy Spirit so bless 
ft to all our souls, that we may be thereby 
streng^enedy each in our several places, to 
contend earnestly for the faith once deliver- 
ed to the saints, and sealed in the blood of 
the mart3rrs of Jesus ! 

* Alice Benden was the wife of a man liv- ' 
ing in the parish of Staplehurst,, in Kent, 
who seems to have been a very bigoted Ro- 
manist. It was ordered by the Queen and 
the bishops that a very strict watch should 
be kept in all places ; and if any people were 
known to stay away from the parisli church, 
where they were obliged every Sunday to 
worship the wafer as their God, such per 
sons must be taken before the magistrates* 
and questioned as to the cause of their ab- 
sence. Then, if they were found, or sus- 
pected, to have any doubts upon the matter * 
of the wafer, which they called the sacrament 
of the altar, or to be in the habit of reading 
the Bible in English, they were sent to the 
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Bishop of the diocese, who committed them to 
prison ; and if they refused to helieve what- 
soever the church of Borne holds right, they 
were humt aKve. 

^ Well, Alice Benden was marked hy some 
of the spies, and taken before the justice, onie 
Mr. Roberts, at Cranbrook, who asked her 
why she did not go to the church. She told 
him that she anuld not do so with a safe con« 
science, because there was so much idolatry 
committed there, which was against the 
glory of God. She meant the worshiping 
of the wafer, the praying to the Virgin Ma- 
ry, and other dead people ; and to the an* 
gels : and kneeling to little crucifixes and 
Images set up in the churches ; — all of which 
is a part of the Romish worship all over the 
world. The justice, with his people, mock- 
ed and taunted this faithful woman, and sent 
her to their prison. This was on the 14th 
of October, 1556. After she had remained 
there some days, her husband asked some of 
the gentlemen of his neighborhood to inter- 
cede for her release. They wrote to th« 
bishop of Dover, who had the chief manage- 
ment of such matters in Kent, and hot willing 
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to oblige them, had Alice brought before 
him, to be questioned. She had then been 
a fortnight in prison, and the bishop, think 
ing, no doubt, she was tired of it, asked her 
if she would go home, and go to the church, 
like others. She answered, *'If I would 
have so done, I need not have come hither." 
Then the bishop asked whether she would 
not go and be shriven of her parish priest, 
if he let her return home ; and she replied, 
" No, that I will not." ' 

* What does shriven mean. Mamma V 

* It is what they call the sacrament of pe- 
nance, or auricular confession. In the Ro- 
mish church, all persons are obliged to go 
at certain times to the priest, and there to 
declare to him every bad deed, word and 
thought of which they are guilty : to answer 
fully every question he may put, about 
themselves, their families, and every thing 
of all kinds. If they conceal the smallest 
matter, they are told it is a deadly sin, and 
they must be lost everlastingly for commit- 
ting it. If any one would not acknowledge 
this to be necessary to salvation, he was to 
be burned.' 
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< And I will repeat,' said Robert, < the very 
words which each person Is obliged to use, 
when coming to tell every thing to the priest 
It is in all their prayer-books, and stands 
thus : " I confess to Almighty God, to the 
blessed Virgin Maiy, to the blessed St. Mi- 
chael the archangel, to blessed St. John Bap- 
tist, to the holy Apostles St. Peter and St 
Paul, and to all the saints, that I have griev- 
ously sinned in thought, word, and deed, 
through my fault — through my fault, through 
my exceeding great fault ; therefore, I be- 
seech the blessed Virgin Mary, the blessed 
St Michael the archangel, the blessed St 
John Baptist, the holy Apostles Peter and 
Paul, and all the saints, to pray to the Lord 
our God for me." So you see, children, the 
Lord Jesus is not even once named in all this 
confession.' 

' And dead people are prayed to I' ex- 
claimed Fanny. 

'Yes,' replied her mother; *and there* 
fore you see why Alice Benden refused to be 
shriven. She would not put such dishonor 
upon her Savior, as to seek other mediators , 
or so insult God as to ask forgiveness of her 
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sins in any other way than that which ha 
had appointed. However, the bishop still 
desiring to oblige the gentlemen of Staple- 
^hurst, then asked her if she would go hornet 
on condition of going to the church when i 
should please her. She gave no answer to 
this: but a priest who stood by, told the 
bishop that she said she would ; and he with- 
out further delay, dismissed her to her home^ 
On the following Saturday, Benden did all 
in his power to persuade or compel his wife 
to attend the church, but she remained firm 
in her resolution, never to join in what she 
knew to be idolatrous worship ; and for a 
fortnight she continued to withstand every 
attempt to shake her constancy. At the end 
of that time her husband, going to his church 
on Sunday, spoke in such a manner of her 
determined opposition to all their evil ways, 
that it occasioned her being again taken into 
custody, and brought before another magis- 
trate. Sir John Gilford, who ordered her t 
the county prison, the castle of Canterbury. 
* And now, dear children, I must give you 
a sad instance of the dreadful hard-hearted- 
ness that usually marks a false. religion. 
3 
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Yov know our blessed Lord warned his dia- 
eiples that the time wonld come, when who* 
soever killed them« would think he did God 
service; also, that their nearest relations 
should deliver them up to death; and a 
man's foes be those of his own household. 
The Church of Rome makes it a meritorious 
action for parents and children, husbands 
and wives, brothers and sisters, thus to be- 
tray each other : and also declares that such 
as separate from her communion are to be 
considered as no better than beasts of prey, 
whom every one is justified in deRtro3ring. 
Th6 miserable man, Benden, might not be 
supposed to have purposely given up his in- 
nocent wife to her enemies, if he had not 
afterwards done such a thing as is hardly to 
be believed. He went to the constable, 
whose office it was to conduct her to Can- 
terbury, according to Sir John Gilford's 
command, and offered for a trifling sum of 
money to save the man that trouble, by tak 
ing her there himself.' 

'Poor Alice!' cried Frank, ^what must 
she have felt, at such cruel conduct in her 
husband !* 
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* She fielt and acted like a Christian wife,' 
•aid Mrs. Willis. ' She could not bear to 

' see her guilty husband expose himself to the 
woiid in so shocking a character. So she 
went at once to the constable's house, and 
insisted on his accompanying her: he said 
he was too busy to do so : but on her perse- 
vering, he agreed to let his boy go in his 
place. And thus, with no other guard than 
a little lad, who, of course, could have been 
flo hindrance to her escaping if she had 
wished it, this padent sufferer set out upon 
the journey, and went straight to Canterbury 
castle. 

* In that gloomy prison many of the Lord's 
dear people were then shut up, as sheep ap- 
pointed to be slain. Among them was one 
Alice Potkins, also from Staplehurst : and 
of course the two neighbors were glad to be 
together, as sisters in tribulation. What 
they did, showed the calmness with whieh 
those suffering servants of Christ could look 
every danger in the face, and prepare to en- 
dure all hardship for the Lord's sake. They 
had heard thall in the bishop's prison, where 
it was likely they might next be sent, three 



Digitized by Google 



38 ALICE BENDBN. 

ftrthings a day was all that the captives 
were allowed to live on : so Alice Benden 
and her friend agreed to prepare for such 
hard living, by spending on themselves only 
wo-pence halfpenny a day, before they 
came there. This they did for fourteen days, 
until they were separated. 

* At last, Benden went again to the bishop, 
atnd begged for his wife's release : but the 
bishop told him she was an obstinate heretic, 
who would not be reformed or taught, and 
therefore he could not deliver her.' 

"^hat is a heretic. Mamma?' said Fanny. 

* A heretic is one who denies the truth, - 
and follows Ivlse doctrines. The Romish 
church calls all Protestants by that title, and 
by it adjudges them to be worthy of death. 
They give us the name at this day, and in- 
deed, if they were what so many unthinking 
Protestants call them, catholics, we must be 
heretics, for separating from the true church. 
But we are the catholics, holding fast the 
right faith, from which the Church of Rome 
has departed. 

'Well, when Benden heard the bishop 
speak so of his wife, he thought to save her 
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by throwing the blame on another. It is 
probable that the reproaches of his neigh- 
bors had made him ashamed of his unnatural 
cruelty : but, however . it was, he tried to 
place another innocent victim in their hands, 
and told the bishop that Alice had a brother* 
named Roger Hall, who often visited her, 
giving her comfort, and money, and persuad* 
ing her never to turn from her religion. If 
Roger was kept away, he said, he had no 
doubt that Alice would soon return Poor, 
blind, creature ! he understood not that the 
friend that sticketh closer than a brother, 
even the Lord Jesus Christ, was with his 
persecuted servant, giving her such consola- 
tion and support, as the dearest earthly friend 
^ could not afford. However, the cruel bish^ 
op was glad to hear of another whom he 
might hope to burn ; but giving up the one 
already in his power was no part of his plan. 
He immediately ordered Alice to be removed 
from the general prison to a dungeon, out ot 
•very person's sight: and gave directions to 
his people to watch for Roger Hall, and take 
him up if they could lay hold on him.' 
'Poor Alice I' again repeated the chil- 

Digitized by Google 



90 ALICE BENDEN. 

dren, and one said, * She must have felt it 
the more for being parted from her friend, 
Mrs. Potkins. Did they eyer meet again, 
Mamma ?' 

*Yes, my lore they soon had a joyful 
meeting in the presence of their Savior. 
Alice Potkins was not burnt : she safTered a 
yet more dreadful death. I shudder to tell 
you, my children ; but it is true that she, 
with four others, men, named Clarke, Chit- 
terden, Foster, and Archer, were purposely 
and deliberately starved to death in that same 
castle of Canterbury.' 

* Oh, Mamma ! How was it found out?' 

* The poor creatures contrived to write a 
letter, giving an account of the way in which 
it was being done ; which letter was finished 
by the last of the five, when the others were 
dead, or dying ; and being thrown out at a 
window, was by God's providence .found and 
preserved. It was printed in Foxe's Book 
of Martyrs, and in Bishop Coverdale's Let- 
ters of the Martyrs, during the life-time ot 
those who murdered them in this horrible 
way, and Could not be contradicted. With a 
simplicity most touching, the dying maT^mi, 
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who were people in very humble life, ihan 
e^ressed themselves in that paper. 

* We write not these our letters to that 
intent we might not afford to be famished for 
the Lord Jesus' sake ; but for this cause and 
intent, that they, having no law so to famish 
us in prison, should not do it privily ; but 
that the murderers' hearts should be openly 
known to all the world, that all men may 
know of what church they are, and who is 
their father.' 

* May God of his infinite mercy, deliver out 
of that fearful church every soul now in it !* 
exclaimed Robert. * Go on, dear Mother, and 
tell us about Alice Benden.' 

< She was carried to a place which I will 
try to describe to you, my children. You 
must suppose a room underground, with no 
flooring but the damp earth, and thick walls 
of solid stone. Half this dangeon was taken 
up with a pair of stocks, a very cruel instru- 
ment for tormenting the martyrs ; and be- 
tween this and the stone wall was just space 
enough for Alice Benden to lie, on a little 
short and rough straw, strewed upon the 
wet ground. The window was ery high, 
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•Ad in front of it there was a paling, four feel 
and a half in height, and a yard from the 
window. Of course, nobody could get near 
enough to make out what was in that dark 
hole ; and the prisoner could only just see 
the head of any one who came close to the 
paling and looked over it. MoreoTer, it was 
a place not generally known as a prison, be- 
ing in an inner court, and much out of the 
way. She was also taken there so private- 
ly, that no one heard any thing of it She 
was allowed, as she had expected, just three 
farthings a day, that is, a halfpenny worth 
of bread, and a farthing's worth of drink: 
nor could she get more for any money she 
offered the keeper. She suffered much from 
hunger, and at last prevailed on him to give 
heir only water to drink, and to increase her 
allowance of bread to three farthings' worth 
each day. 

^ When first Alice found herself alone in 
this cruel dungeon, separated from her dear 
Christian friends in the castle, and left to 
shiver with the bitter cold and damps of the 
■eason, for it was in the month of January 
diat they put her in ^Monday'e hole,' as it 
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was called, she lamented very grieyously her 
hard lot, fearing lest the Lord dealt with her 
in displeasure, in not allowing her to suffer 
along with the rest. She prayed with many 
sighs and tears, evermore repeating, *' Why 
art thou so cast down, O my soul?^' and then 
added at the end of each complaint, these 
comfortable words : '* The right hand of the 
most High can change all." After a little 
while, she received great succor from the 
Lord, and continued very serene and jo3rful 
to the end. It was no small consolation to 
poor Alice, that about this time her ievt 
brother Roger found out the place of her con* 
finement. 

* He had been greatly distressed at his 
sister's removal from the prison, and at being 
unable to get any tidings whatever of her. 
A watch was kept to apprehend him, if pos- 
sible ; but, by the Lord's great mercy, ha 
escaped their cruel hands, though often com- 
ing to the place to search for Alice. Her 
keeper was also a bell-ringer of the church ; 
and one morning very early, when he was 
gone to ring the bells, it pleased the Lord to 
direct the steps of Roger Hall to this very 
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court ; and while he Badly looked about him* 
he heard a sound which made him go iismie- 
diately to the place whence it proceeded. It 
was the yoice of his beloved sister, breathing 
out her sorrowful complaints to God, in the 
words of David, one of whose sweet Psalms 
she was singing. I cannot tell you, for it is 
not recorded, what words of comfort Roger 
Hall was enabled to address to the gentle 
and patient captive, or how Alice^s heart 
overflowed with gladness, when she heard his 
well-known tones, and saw his compassion* 
ate face looking over the pales into her dismal 
dungeon. Well might she take up the words 
of the apostle, and say, < God who comforteth 
them that are cast down, hath comforted roe 
by the coming of this brother.' 

* She told him her condition, but he eould 
convey to her neither meat nor drink ; how- 
ever, he managed to give her a loaf, by stick* 
ing it on the end of a long pole, and putting 
it dirough her window. He also thrust some 
money into the loaf, but that was useless s 
for, as I told you, the keeper's charge was 
strictly to allow her no more than three fyr* 
thing's worth of food eacli day ; and no more 
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eonld she obtain. Neither had she once a 
ehange of clothing, or the means of washing 
herself, during the nine weeks that she lay 
in this cruel captivity. If you will only im- 
agine, Fanny, what it would be to pass more 
than two months shut up in my little store 
#oom, with a blind before the window, no 
possibility of getting out, no water to wash 
in, no comb to smooth your hair, no change 
of any part of your dress, you may form 
some idea of what, in respect of personal 
cleanliness alone, poor Alice must hare suf- 
fered.^ 

' But then, Mamma,' said Frank, ^ jrour 
fltore-room is a nice, airy, clean, dry closet, 
with white walls, iltid a good flooring. Poor 
Alice was in a place far worse than our cel- 
lar, under ground, with damp, dark walls, 
cold wet earth under her, and the straw soon 
becomes itaouldy, you know, and is very 
disgusting/ 

''Besides,' added Thomas, < the store-room, 
small as it is, would allow little Fanny to 
nm round and jump about: whereas Alice 
Benden had just space enough to lie, or stand 
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up, between the stocks and the stone walL' 
Robert said, ' And the store-room is fuB 
of good things to eat, and drink, while Alice 
had only her three farthings' worth of dry 
bread each day, and water, to drink. A 
draught of cold, water, when one is shiver- 
ing with the chilliness of mid-winter in a 
damp place, is no great luxury ; what must 
it have been when she could not even by 
any sort of exercise, procure the least warmth 
to her suffering body !' 

'I cannot think how she kept herself 
alive,' observed Fanny ; whose eyes were 
filling with tears. 

* It was God who kept her alive, Fanny,* 
baid her Mamma. * It pleased Him to sepa- 
rate her from her fellow-sufferers in Canter- 
bury Castle, to sustain her through all these 
dreadful distresses, and to permit the whole 
to come to light for our instruction, our 
warning, our solemn reproof, if ever we give 
place to the terrible persecutor and destroy- 
er of His people.' 

* But how can we give place to Queen 
Mary, who has been dead so many years T 

< Queen Mary was nothing more than an 
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instrument in the hands bf that persecuting 
power, to which I allude. It is not against 
persons, but against their deadly errors and 
wicked practices that we speak. Tell me, 
Thomas, what does Christ do for sinners ?' 

* He saves them, Mamma, if they come to 
him.' 

* And what does he do for sin ?' 

* He hates it, and punishes it : and deli- 
Ters his people from it»' 

* Then if you see a person doing sinful 
things, and if you love that person, and wish 
to make him happy, what must you do V 

* I must try, Mammi^ to convince him of 
the evil of his sin, and persuade him to hate 
it, and to come to the Lord Jesus for pardon, 
and for grace to sin no more.' 

*' Then your strong objections against the 
sin would not prove any dislike on your part 
to the person r 

« Quite the contrary, Mamma; it would 
prove my love for him. Because, so long 
as I don't follow his bad example, his sins 
cannot hurt me ; and it is to prevent their 
destroying him that I speak i^inst them.' 

* Well then, my dears, you will understand 

4 
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hy this, how the greatest hatred we can ex- 
press against the sinful errors of popery, 
serves to prove our love for the poor souls 
who will hci destroyed hy it if they do not 
forsake it. Of queen Mary it is impossihle 
to speak or think without horror : she work- 
ed all the evil that she could against the Gos« 
pel of Christy and the souls and bodies of his 
poor people ; and she died impenitent, "^e. 
must leave her in God's hand, and consider 
bow we may best guard our own souls from 
being ever deluded into the same terrible 
snafe ; and how we may help to pluck otnerf 
out of it. Alice Benden herself was once a 
Romamst; and so were all who suffered 
dei^th in those days. Popery is Hke any 
other description of wickedness ; he who 
tumeth away from it, and cometh to Christ 
for pardon, doeth that which is lawful and 
right, and shall save his soul alive.' 

* And did they burn poor Alice at the end 
of her nine weeks' imprisonment. Mamma?' 

* No— on the twenty-fifth of March she 
was summoned to answer before the bishop, 
and a most piteous object indeed she appear- 
ed. Not only was her person and clothing 
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k mass of filth, so as to be loathsome in the 
sight of all "who looked upon her, but her 
limbs were cripple by the effects of extreme 
cold and damp, and her whole frame so wast- 
ed away with famine, that it was with the 
greatest pain and difficulty she could move 
at all. The cruel bishop beheld the poor 
sufferer,%nd hoping that she would, now do 
any thing to avoid the longer endurance of 
such horrors, he asked her if she was willing 
to go home, to attend the idolatrous service 
set up in - the church, and conform to all 
their ways ; at the same time, he promised 
her great favor, if she would consent to do 
so. Alice told him that she was thoroughly 
persuaded, by-the extreme cruelty of their 
conduct to her, that they were not of God ; 
neither could their doings be godly, seeing 
that they sought her utter destruction. Then 
she showed the bishop how she was lamed 
and disabled from moving, by her sufferings 
in the idreadful prison. 

' When he saw that nothing could be done 
by all their barbarity to shake the faith Of 
this constant woman, or even make her dis- 
semble, the bishop ordered her to be remov- 



Digitized by Google 



40: ALICE BEMDSir. 

ed entirely from the dark and dismal hole, 
and committed her to a more decent prison, 
called Westgate. Here her noisome gar- 
ments were changed, and her person kept 
clean ; and after a little while every bit of 
skin on her body became scaled, and peeled 
off, as if some mortal poison had been rub- 
bed on it to destroy it.' 

*Did they put poison upon her, then. 
Mamma?' 

' No, my dear ; it was entirely from the 
▼ery great sufferings she had endured. The 
skin, never cleansed for nine long weeks, 
became corrupt ; and the want of nourish- 
ment helped to dry it away. It happens 
sometimes in very yielent diseases, you 
know ; but she was not otherwise diseased 
than through the want of every thing that 
serves to keep the human frame in health. 
Alice remained in this new prison for a 
month : at the end of that time she was once 
more brought before the bishop and otheir 
commissioners, to answer for her^faith.' 

* What were the commissioners. Mamma ? 

'They were persons appointed by the 
queen to sit in judgment on the Lord's little 
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flock ; dnd, if they could neither deceive nor 
terrify them into forsaking the true faith, 
then the^ commissioners had power to con- 
demn them to death. We are not told ex- 
actly what passed with Alice Benden at her 
last examination ; hut I can inform you what 
was the rule hy which all were tried, and the 
manner of condemning them. 

* Certain articles were drawn up, and read 
to the prisoner. For instance, it would 
hare beeii stated in one of the articles that 
she, Alice . Benden, having been baptized 
into what they called the Catholic faith, had 
now separated herself from it, refusing to 
attend her parish church any longer. This 
would be read to her ; and the question put, 
whether it was true or not. The martyrs 
always denied that they had ever forsaken 
the true. Catholic feith; but admitted that 
they had entirely renounced the doctrines 
of the church of Rome, and refused to join 
in its worship. Alice did so ; and her an- 
swer was taken affirmatively, that is to say, 
the clerk noted down that she confessed the 
first article to be true. Then another charge 
would be made, that she refused the mass, 
4» 
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called the worship of the wafer idolatrous, 
and denied that the priest could do what he 
pretended, in turning a bit of cake into 
God. This Alice did, and so that article 
was proved. In like manner, they made 
an article about her not going to confession : 
and as many other things as they could put 
together, showing how entirely she had re* 
Bounced their false religion. When all were 
put and confessed by the prisoner, then the 
commissioners began to flatter and persuade 
her to recant ; that is^ to deny her present 
belief, and to turn to theirs : telling her it 
was utterly impossible for her soul to be 
saved, unless she belonged to the Romish 
church ; trying to frighten her with the de- 
scription of the terrible pains of being burnt 
to death; and assuring her that she should 
be sent to the flames if she did not immedi- 
ately recant. 

• All this was in vain — Alice was too well 
taught of God, and too powerfully upheld 
by his Almighty arm, to purchase the pos- 
sibility of a few more years of morta) 
life and an easier death, at the price of her 
immortal soul. She remembered our Lord's 
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irords — ♦' What shall it profit a man, if he 
gaia the whole world and lose his own 
soul ?" Therefore, hy the help of the Holjr 
Spirit, she remained steadfast, unmovable, 
and refused to return to their unhappy church. 
Their attempts having failed, the bishop, 
stood up, and read the sentence against her, 
which was so shocking, it would make you 
shudder to hear it ; for, my dears, these cruel 
men used the name of the Lord Jesus, and 
declared that it was by his command, and 
for his glory, that they cut this soul off, as 
they pretended to do, not only from mortal 
life here, but from the hope of eternal life 
m the world to come.' 

* I could not have fancied any thing like 
that among civilized people ; to say nothing 
of Christians,' observed Frank. 

* Nor I, my child,' answered his mother, 
' if I had not myself seen and read the sen- 
tences, which were regularly entered in the 
regiptry books, and remain to this day. But 
you have not heard the most disgusting part 
of the business, which is its odious hypocri- 
sy : for, after declaring the persbn^o be ex* 
communicate, or expelled Horn the churcli» 
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ibey deliver her over to the gecular power, 
that is, the sheriff, or other officer, appointed 
h^ lawy ancl request that she may be merci* 
fully dealt with. All the while, they leave 
•the sheriff no power to do any thing else 
than chain the poor victim to a stake, there 
to be burnt to death.' 

* Oh, Mamma,' said Thomas, f how truly 
that fulfils God's word, '* The tender mercies 
of the wicked are cruel." . But what reason 
can they have for making such a mock of 
the word mercy V 

* They pretend that their church is too 
holy, and pure, and pitiful to shed blood ; so 
they thus throw the act into the hands of the 
temporal power, after passing laws to com- 
pel them to put to death all whom the church 
excommunicates.' 

* I know where they learned that,* said 
Fanny. 

*So do I,' said Frank; 'but what was 
your thought, sister ?' 

• * Why, you know, brother, when the wick- 
ed Jews desired Pilate to give sentence 
against ouf blessed Lord Jesus, saying that 
he had a la\i;, aiA by their law he ought to 
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die, Pilate told them to take him and jadge 
him according to their law : then they an- 
swered, " It is not l^iwful for us to put any 
man to death/' and teased him till he gave 
them their cruel will.* 

* Yes,' added Frank < and just such anoth- ' 
er piece of tender conscience they- shewed, 
when they would/ not, in their own persons^ ' 
enter the hall of judgment, hecause it would 
defile their pure bodies, and hinder their eat- 
ing the passover. So they staid at the door 
while the patient Lamb of God was being 
scourged and buffeted, pierced, mocked and 
spat upon, by their desire and demand. I 
agree with Mamma, that it is the most dis- 
gusting part of the whole matter ; and I don't 
wonder that the Romish church locks up th# -^ 
Bible which contains so true and frightful 

a picture of herself. Please to go on, 
Mamma.' 

* Alice was condemned, with six others, 
three men and three wonSn, and sent once 
more to Canterbury Castle, when in the 
meanwhile, her former prison-fellows had 
been sttrved to death, and their bodies bu- 
ried in holes around it She was left here 
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80 long as from the end of April to the 19tli 
of June, which was an unusual time. They 
generally hurned the martyrs the day after 
sentencing them ; sometimes in the very 
same day, and hour. The appointed season 
came at last, however, and all the seven went 
together to the fatal place , the scene of great 
bodily torture indeed, but, for them the en- 
trance into eternal glory.' 

The children all bent forward : and Frank 
said, ' If you please. Mamma, tell us how it, 
was done. For my own part, I cannot even 
imagine such a thing.' 

* It is difficult indeed, my love, to imagine 
such a scene taking place in our own happy 
Englapd. Happy and free, in that she is de- 
Iftrered from the deadly yoke of popery. 
Most unhappy, most doubly enslaved, and, 
alas, most awfully accursed, if ever again she 
bows her neck to that yoke ! 

* I will try to give you some idea of the 
scene ; but it is sm>cking to think of. And 
remember, my children, that while all the 
cruel actors in it are gone to their final ac- 
count, fnany of them, like Saul of Tarsus, 
were brought to a sense of their heinous sin. 
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repented, believed, and are with Christ and 
his dear martyrs in heaven. Let no bitter- 
ness possess your minds while I relate it; 
bat think, oh think, if the fiery trial of a few 
moments appear dreadful in your sight, what 
must be their punishment who never repent- 
ed their murderous crime. **Who among 
us can dwell with the devouring flame ? who 
among us can dwell with everlasting burn- 
ings !" 

*On an open space, three large thick 
poles, or stakes of strong wood, were fixed 
in the ground ; and all around them lay a 
vast numher of faggots, made of such wood 
as they chose to use : if the sheriff had any 
merciful feelings, he took care that the wood 
should be dry, and quick to kindle: bul 
alas I there were instances where it was all 
80 green, and unfit for use, that some. Bishop 
Hooper for instance, were more than half an 
hour in torture before the flame would blaze 
strong enough to kill them. We will hope 
our Alice had dry wood ; but it natters not 
now : she is where no heat can light on her. 
Besides the faggots, there were bundles of 
reeds, which would catch the flame easily* 
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and kindle the larger wood. Furze, too, 
and dry thorn-bushes, were sometimes used. 
An open space was left round the stakes'; 
armed men, with spears and javelins, stood 
by ; and some hundreds of spectators waited 
to behold a spectacle which was meant to 
strike terror into them, but which was the 
means of bringing many a doubting, trem- 
bling, concealed believer to the bold and 
open profession of the faith. The crown of 
martyrdom appeared so very glorious, when 
it was actually put on, that those learned to 
desire it, who had before shrunk from the 
idea of such a death. The support granted 
to the sufferers so evidently showed them 
endued with power from on high, that weak 
hands were strengthened, and^ feeble knees 
confirmed by the very outrages* committed 
to terrify and overwhelm them. 

• All being prepared, as I ha\ie told you, 
and a small parcel of fVre kept burning at ft 
little distance to kindle the pile when it was 
time, the^people in breathless anxiety turn- 
ing their eyes in the direction of the castle, 
at length the sad, but glorious procession 
approaches. They see it at some distancei 
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dowly advancing to the spot. First comes 
ibe sheriff, with his assistants, and a priest 
or two of Rome, to make one more attack 
on the constancy of the martyrs, under the 
awfully trying circumstances of their last 
struggle with the weakness of the flesh. As 
the party draws nearer, three men are seen, . 
und four women, guarded on either side by 
the bill-men, as they were called, carrying 
axes and other weapons. Now a sound is 
distinctly heard, rising above the hum of the 
multitude, and the bustle of the executioners, 
who are rattling the iron chains prepared 
for binding the victims to the stake. That 
rising sound is the low, soft chanting of a 
psalm^ by the martyrs; and the tones be- 
come more clear, more loud, more mingled 
With joyous notes, as they draw towards the 
place of their final deliverance. They are 
• pale, and wasted with long imprisonment 
and cruel usage ; but their eyes are lifted up 
to heaven, and their steps do not falter as 
they approach its appointed gate. The 
people are hushed ; but whispered* prayers 
from many a quivering lip, and the tear 
bursting from many a closed eye-lid, teU 
5 
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what deep and tender sympathy is felt foi 
those devoted sheep^ coming tt) the slaugh 
ter in their Master's spirit, and for their 
Master's cause. They have reached the 
place ; the sherifT's men take their station 
round, keeping off the press of the populace, 
while the chief officer, to whose merciful 
dealing the harmless victims had been com- 
mended, is compelled, whatever his real 
feelings may be', to continue close beside 
them. 

'And now the first act of the terrible 
scene is to be performed ; the martyrs quietly 
begin to take off their outer garments, de- 
livering them to the bailiffs, or to such friends 
as may have had boldness enough to venture 
near them : for it was a matter of suspicion, 
. sufficient to cause a person's apprehension, 
that he, or she, should have comforted a 
martyr at the stake. Silently and tranquilly 
they put ojff those earthly vestures, prepared 
to appear, before many minutes shall have 
passed, wrapped in a robe of flame; and 
then to be clad for ever in the garments of 
immortality.* 

Here Fanny ran aerotss, and still keeping 
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her precious Bible within one little arm, 
clasped the other round her Mamma's neck, 
awaiting with face buried on her shoulder, 
the rest of the affecting tale. 

'Well, my children,' said Mrs. Willis, 'if 
it becomes too painful for poor human na- 
ture to bear the thought, remember that 
such has been the lot, not only of the ser- 
vants, but of their Divine Master. We see, 
in the eleventh chapter of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, first the nature and the end of 
saving faith, and then the usual portion of 
God'« chosen people under the sway of im- 
pious rulers. From time to time, he brings 
his church into such deep waters ; a little 
ark, that may be tossed and buffeted by many 
wtives, but cannot be overwhelmed, for the 
Most High sustains it. The church has not 
known a long period of peace ; and the time 
may shortly arrive whfen the enemy shall be 
loosed for a season against it. If it should 
happen in your day, oh^ may my children, 
my beloved children, be so united by faith 
to the Lord Christ, as to be prepared, under 
all trials, to take up the confident words of 
such saving faith, and say, *' The Lord is on 
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my side, 1 will not fear what man can no 
unto me !*' 

*Now let us return to our dear brethren 
and sisters. When all were undressed, so 
far as to prevent either the waste of useful 
clothing, or the additional torture occasion- 
ed by the burning of garments, tight about 
the body, they all kneeled down together, 
some on the ground, others on the faggots 
that lay scattered about, and prayed aloud 
to the living God, with so much fervency, 
zeal, and devotion that it moved all hearts to 
hear and see them. The subject of these 
dying prayers was nearly the same, in all 
cases. First they made a most humble con- 
fession of their guilt, as sinners before God, 
deserving not merely the scorching of the 
flames that awaited them, but the burnings 
of the fire that is never quenched. . They al- 
ways did this : the nearer sight they had of 
the glorious majesty and purity of the Most 
High, the deeper was their abasement before 
him. They did not rush to death in a fit of 
blind zeal, or with a vain-glorious boast of 
their doings ; for they knew what St. Paul 
lays, " Though I give my body to be burn- 
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0d, and have not charity, I am nothing." 
When the martyrs had thus confessed them-* 
selves guilty and vile, and deserving only of 
wrath, oh, how sweetly and fervently did 
they hless the Lord God for the free gift of 
eternal life, hestowed through his dear Son ! 
l*hey had not the least doubt of going to 
heaven : because they knew in their hearts 
that they loved the Lord Jesus ; they had 
oome to Him for salvation, not trusting to 
any other ; and they had his own precious 
word to assure them ** Whosoever eometh 
to me, I will in no wise cast out ; but will 
raise him up at the last day." ** He that be- 
lieveth in me, though he were dead, yet qhall 
he live ; and whosoever liveth and believeth 
in me, shall ifever die." Now, the martyrs 
knew in whom they believed ; they had 
comimtted their souls to his keeping, and 
they knew that he would preserve them unto 
the end. Therefore, they rejoiced and gave 
thanks, in the same breath with their confes- 
sions of sin. 

* Then they earnestly prayed for forgive- 
ness on behalf of their murderers ; beseech- 
ing Ood to change the hearts of those in 
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authority, to open the eyes of such as were 
in error, and to keep his servants stedfast in 
the faith. That heautiful petition in our 
litany must have been often on their lips : 
'* That it may please thee too strengthen 
such as do stand, to comfort and help the 
weak-hearted, to raise up them that fall, and 
finally to beat down Satan under our feet" 
They /gave the Lord great thanks that he had* 
as they expressed it, made them worthy to 
suffer death for his name's sake : that ever 
he had called them to so great honor and 
glory as to seal the truth of his gospel with 
their blood. This was a subject of such re* 
joicing and thanksgiving that they did not 
know how to leave off, and it wonderfully 
affected all around them. 

* When they had ended these prayers, they 
got up and walked to the stakes. I see b^ the 
cuts in a veiy old copy of Foxe's Martyrolo^ 
gy, which were prepared under his own di- 
rection, not long after the events took placet 
that the four wom.en were fastened to two of 
the stakes, and the three men to the other. 
It was done by passing a strong iron chain 
round their bodiesi and making the endf 
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meet on the other side of the stake, to which 
they were fastened by a smith with a hammer 
and large staple. Our Alice and another 
woman were thus secured together, standing 
upright, with their backs to the ^take which 
was between them. Then it was that Alice 
shewed how sweet a i^pirit was in her to the 
last ; for as soon as she was fastened to the 
post, she addressed a man nanied John 
Banks, whom sM saw standing near her, and 
throwing her handkerchief to him, bade him 
keep it for a remembrance of her ; then took 
a white lace from around her, which had 
confined some part of her dress, and hand- 
ing it to Ithe keeper of the prison, begged 
him to give it to her brother Roger Hall, 
and to tell him that it was the last bond that 
she was bound with, except the chain.' 

* I often think,' said Robert, 'that Alice 
intended by that message, to assure her dear 
brother, how free her spirit was from any 
bondage, sucti as that spoken by the apostle, 
of them, who " through fear of death, were 
all their lives subject to bonda|k ;" and how 
fully she partook in the liberty witii which 
Christ makes his people free. It was a beau- 
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tiful message, and must have given no small 
comfort to the brother of the blessed martyr.' 

' I think so too,' said his Mamma. 

'And now, my dears, we come to the 
touching little circumstance that occasioned 
me to tell you this story. When Alice Benden 
was first committed to prison for Christ's sake, 
her father bowed, or bent, a shilling of Philip 
and Mary, and sent it to her. The sVreet 
Christian woman now drew itrth that shilling, 
and gave it also to the keeper, beseeching 
him to desire her brother Roger to take it to 
her dear father, and with her obedient salu« 
tations return it to him, showing him that it 
was the first piece of money whtch he had 
sent her, after her troubles began, that she 
had kept it all along, and now 3ent it to him, 
that he might understand she had never lack« 
ed money while she was in prison'.' 

Here the children pressed round, as eager 
for a sight of the bowed shilling, as though 
Alice Benden had engraven her name upon 
It. For a few moments all was silence, till 
at last Thon4h, in a low voice said, * If that 
should be the very same, Mamma !' 

* That, my dear, it is impossible to kaow 
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But, considering what a precious token that 
shilling of Alice Benden's must have appear* 
ed to her family^ who seem to have been 
pious like heriself, we must suppose it was 
carefully preserved among them, as long as 
th€ event was remembered by their descend- 
ants. It was usual to bend a piece of mon- 
ey, and send, or give it, as a token of afiec- 
tion ; and I can hardly doubt, when looking 
at this well worn, bowed shilling, that it has 
been the messenger of encouragement to 
some of the Lord's dear martyrs in that 
dreadful reign. You cannot wonder that 
the sight of it, the first I had ever met with, 
brought Alice to my mind, with her consid-* 
erate tenderness for an aged father, when 
on the very point of sufiering a terrible 
death.' 

' It was likely to comfort him, to know that 
she did not want money in prison,' said 
Frank. 'But, poor dear Alice, she could 
not use her money, for the cruel people would 
not let her buy food with it. Did she say 
any more. Mamma V 

* I do not know, my dear ; Foxe mentions^ 
no more than I have told you, except that 
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they all died very joyfully* I suppose when 
all was quite ready, the priests tried to fright- 
en them with the assurance that they must 
eternally perish, if they did not acknowledge 
the false church of Rome ; and offered them 
the queen's pardon if they would recant. But 
we know that they were not moved from 
their steadfastness hy it. The wood was 
heaped high around them, &o as to make a 
pile but not so as to conceal them. The 
reeds being laid about the lower part of the 
pile, first caught the fire ; and so, by degrees, 
it rose and cracked around and above them« 
scorching their flesh, dryipg up their sinews, 
blackening, and shrivelling their patient 
countenances, but not forcing from them one 
cry save that of meek and bumble supplica- 
tion to the Lord, that he would graciously 
receive their souls, which they commended 
into his hand, as their Creator and Redeem- 
er. It must must have been a fearful sight : 
a flame so large as to destroy at once the 
full-grown bodies of seven individuals: it 
must have been an agonizing pain that reach- 
ed the vital parts, by consuming tlie tender 
flesh from their bones. ' But they cast them* 
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uelves upon the sure promise, '* As thy day, 
80 shall thy strength he ;*' and even for such 
a day ai^ that, they found the strength which 
the Lord gave sufficient to hear them 
through.' 

Little Fanny again hid her face on her 
mother's shoulder, and sohbed out, * Mamma, 
Mamma, save me from Popery !' 

* I cannot, my love, any more than I can 
save you from any other sin. God alone 
can preserve you or me from that terrible 
delusion.' 

* Surely, Mamma,' said . Thomas, * you 
could never be in any danger of falling into 
it. You know it too well, and, hate it too 
much for that' 

*I do know it well^ Thomas, through 
God's mercy : and by his grace I hate it with 
perfect hatred, because it is his enemy. But 
our own strength is utter weakness, our own 
wisdom sheer folly ; and if I placed my 
trust any where but in his directing and re- 
straining love, I might be given over to that 
strong delusion, and believe the lie which I 
now abhor. I told you, my children, some 
especial points of the great difference be- 
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tween U9 and the Romish church. I will 
now tell you another which is so important, 
that if it were the only one, we could not 
give it up without endangering the salvation 
of our souls : indeed, we must girc up with 
it, the very ground of our faith.' 

* What is it, Mamma?' 

^ You will understand it hetter after you 
have answered a few questions that I am 
going to put: and let me tell you, that I 
mu^t have Scripture proof of what you 
state. You must show me from God's own 
holy book, tl}^ truth of what I hope you will 
be able to say in reply to my questions.' 

The young people immediately settled 
themselves, each with an open Bible. Fanny, 
after a long look at the bent shilling, unrolled 
her precious book from her pinafore, kissed 
it, wiped the remaining tears fromlier cheek, 
and placed herself between two of her dear 
brothers. Mrs. Willis offered up a prayer 
for divine teaching, and then began. 

* What is man's condition in the sight oi 
Godr 

* A sinner,' was the reply : and each 
brought a text to prove it. Robert read 
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Rom. iii. 10. * There b none righteous, no, 
not one.' Frank gave Psakn li. 5. ' Be- 
hold, I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin^id 
my mother conceive me.' Thomas brought 
James iii. 2. 'In many things we offekid 
all :' and Fanny showed Romans v. 12. 
*• Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into 
the world, and death by sin ; and so death 
passed upon all men, for that all have sin- 
ned.' 

* And how are such sinners to find accept- 
ance with God, my dear children V 

* By faith in the Lord Jesus Christ,' said 
they. 

*Whatl' replied their Mamma, 'without 
any help from their own good works?' 

Robert answered, ' By grace ye are saved, 
through faith, and that not of yourselves, it 
is the gift of God. Not of works, lest any 
man should boast.' Eph. ii. 8, 9. 

Frank : * By the deeds of the law, there 
shall nb flesh bejustified in his sight.' Rom. 
Hi. 20. 

Thomas : < So then they which be of faith 
are blessed with faithful Abraham. For aa 
many as are under the laWf are under the 

Digitized by Google 



02 . ALICE BENDEN. 

eurse, fdr it is "Written, Cursed is every ono 
that continueth not in all things which are 
written in the book of the law, to do them. 
But that no man is justified by the law in the 
sight of God, it is evident; for, The just 
shall live by faith. And the law is not of 
faith, but The man that doeth them, shall 
live in them. Chriat hath redeem^ us from 
the curse of the law, being made a curse 
for us ; for it is written. Cursed is every one 
that hangeth on a tree: that the blessing of 
Abraham might come on the Gentiles, 
through Jesus Christ: that we might re- 
ceive the promise of the Spirit through 
faith.' Gal. iii, 9-14. 

Fanny : * Then said they unto him. What 
shall we do, that we might work the works 
of God % Jesus answered them, and said. 
This is the work of God, that ye might be- 
lieve on him whom he hath sent' John vi., 
28,29. 

'I am thankful,' said Mrs. Willis, «that 
my dear children can bring so readily the 
pure word of God to prove the great doctrine 
of which I am now going to speak. The . 
Church of Rome teaches, that al4iough die 
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Lord Jesus has done much for us, still we 
are. to purchase eternal life by our own 
works ; and so far do they carry this, that I 
will give you in their own words, a decree 
of the great council of Trent, which is de- 
clared to have been infallible, that is, inca- 
pable of committing an error : and the de- 
crees of which are far more binding on all 
Romanists than the Scriptures themselves. 
Here.it is : " If any one shall say that justi- 
fying faith is nothing else ^an justifying 
mercy, forgiving sins for Christ's sake ; or 
that this is the only confidence by which We 
are justified ; let him be accursed." ' 

* Oh, what horrible wickedness,' cried 
Thomas. 

*Did they ever put any one. to death for 
this doctrine ?' said Robert. 

'Yes. Dr. Barnes was martyred most 
cruelly, for maintaining that we are account- 
ed just before God, by believing in Jesus 
Christ, and not for our own miserable works 
and deservings.' 

> But, Mamma,' said Frank, ' there can be 
no doubt at all about the matter, for the 
Bible settles it completely.' 
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• You forget, Frank,' observed his eldest 
brother, ' that Popery condemns for heretics, 
all who regard the Bible as being of higher 
authority than what they call the church ; 
and that even the reading of the Holy Scrip- 
tures is forbidden to all but the learned.' 

< It was a common thing, my dear,^ said 
Mrs. Willis, * for the persecuting bishops to 
ask the martyrs, Who wa? to judge the word? 
thiat is, Who was to decide whether the Bi- 
ble was right or wrong, unless the church 
did so ?' 

Robert turned to the 12th chapter of St. 
John's gospel, and read, ' The word which I 
have spoken, the same shall judge him in 
the last day.' 

* That was what the martyrs usually ap- 
pealed to, my dear. You will find that the 
very first arid chiefest thing among the Ro- 
manists, is to convince people that they are 
not to go to the Bible, but to the decrees of 
their church, to learn the will of God : and 
when they have thus taken away the true 
key of kn<>wledge, the poor souls must re- 
main as ignorant aiid as much in error as 
they please to have them. Remember, 
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children, that if any one tries to hinder you 
from taking the hlessed Bible as your surest 
guide, and searching it for yourselves, that 
person is leading you the first step towards 
the Church of Rome.' 

* I am glad I know that,' observed Thorn- 
as. * Our dear pastor always tells us to be- 
lieve nothing contrary to what we find in 
our Bible, whosoever teaches it.' 

Frank read, ** to the law and to the testi- 
mony : if they speak not according to this 
word, it is because their is no light in them." 
Isaiah vii. 20. 

Robert added, *^ If we or an angel from 
heaven preach any other gospel unto you 
than that is preached, let him be accursed." 
Gal.i. 0. 

And little Fanny brought the last verses 
but two of the whole Bible : *' I testify unto 
every man that heareth the word of the 
prophecy of this book : if any man shall add 
unto these things, God shall add unto him 
the plagues that are written in this book : 
and if any man shall take away from the 
words of the book of this prophecy, God 
shall take away his part out of the bookof life, 
6* 
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and of the holy city, and from the things which 
arc written in this book." Rev. xxii. 18, 19 

* How thankful I ought to be, that my dear 
children are so well acquainted with God's 
will, as revealed in His own blessed word,' 
said their Mamma. * Nevertheless, you 
must always remember that the knowledge 
of Scripture will profit you nothing, but 
rather add to your condemnation. If you do 
not feel it guiding you into all truth and fur- 
nishing you to every good word and work 
You must constantly pray that the Holy Spi 
rit will be your teacher, and that you may 
both know the will of God and do it.' 

< What a comfort the psalms seem to have 
been to poor Alice Benden,' said Thomas. 

* Yes, they are very precious indeed to 
the martyrs, who frequently used them, both 
for confession of sin, for bewailing their 
affliction, in being prevented from openly^ 
worshiping God ; for prayer under all cir- 
cumstances ; and for songs of th]|nksgi:iring 
as they drew near to the rest which remain* 
eth for the people of God. I can fancy this 
pieceof money to have been the unconscious 
witness of many such scenes as now we are 
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hardly able to imagine. A token sent by 
some pious friend to a dear brother or sister 
in captivity, with perhaps a sweetly encour- 
aging text, to be remembered whenever the 
token was looked upon. It has been treasur- 
ed up in some sorrowful bosom, sorrowful, 
yet always rejoicing, in the darkness of a 
lonesome dungeon, perhaps under the cruel 
torment of the stocks, and heavy iron fet- 
ters, and other dreadful instruments used to 
afflict their poor bodies ; while their minds 
were harassed with the prospect of ^a terrible 
death. It has been relinquished, either at 
the prison door, or at the stake ; and served 
for many a year as a lively remembrancer of 
horrors which the Protestants of those days 
related to their children, not to excite bitter- 
ness in them, or to gratify any vengeful feel- 
ing of their own« but to imprint a solemn 
warning, that should help to keep them from 
the ways of the destroyer. I love, my chil- 
dren, to think that even at this moment, and 
with this simple piece of money before me, 
I am fulfilling the long-neglected office ; and 
. that the information now given to you may 
be the means of awakening* per> tpft mora 
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than this our own little party, to the evils of 
that spiritual plague. The prayer of some 
slaughtered Christian, breathed over this 
coin nearly three 4iundred years since, is 
thus perhaps receiving an answer.* 

*Do you think. Mother, that England is 
now in any fliii»f ef from tnis ancient enemy V 
said Robert 

^ As a peo]«le^ lay detr, I think we bare 
too much of (ho Ugbt of reason, and too 
strong a spirit of Inquiry, to be again deluded 
into the belief of such irrational fables : still 
there lare many things that make Popery 
alarming at this time. The greatest danger 
lies in our having so entirely forgotten its 
real character, and being so willing to judge 
of it by what we see. around us, not from 
what we know, from past history.' 

« Why, Mamma, may it not be qhanged for 
the better in our day V said Frank. 

*It wishes to appear so,' replied his Mam* 
ma ; * and nothing can be more artful and 
winning than the language used by those 
who, in England, are now striving to seduce 
Protestants into that belief. They would 
Iwtva oa suppose that the ancient cruel laws. 
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a^inst such as they call heretics, are no 
longer in force : that the murders commil- 
ted on God's people by the Romish church, -■ 
were the deeds of a barbarous age, rather 
than of their religion : and that the perseeu* 
tion of Protestants is no longer considered a 
part of their duty. To make this the more 
readily believed, they allow many of their 
own people to think the same ; so that when 
we converse with amiable Romanists, and 
hear how readily they express their horror 
of the things formerly done, and see how 
free they are from any appearance of harsh- 
ness or uncharitableness towards us, we can 
hardly help believing that their religion is 
really altered, and become, so far as we are 
concerned, a harmless thing.' 

' And how do you know it is not so, Mam- 
ma?' 

* I will tell you, my dear: two or three 
ihings to prpve It. You remember I told 
you one of the decrees* of the Council of 
Trent, and also that whatever was decreed 
by that council, is still a law, binding the 
whole Church of Rome more strongly than 
the commands of God himself. In order to 
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alter these laws, a council of eqnal authority 
must be called, where the pope, with his 
cardinals and bishops, must agree to set 
tiiem aside, just as our monarch and parlia- 
ment must agree to repeal old acts, or make 
new ones. This has never been done ; so 
the decrees remain in full force to this day. 
Now it might charitably be supposed, that 
those wicked laws were forgotten, or put 
aside by general consent by the heads of the 
Romish religion : but if you will be very at* 
tentive, I will prove to you the contrary.' 

The children were as attentive as possible, 
and Mamma went on. 

* You know, though the Pope has no lon- 
ger any open power in this country, that he 
still appoints bishops and ministers here, 
just the same as if he had his old authority. 
In Ireland, where by far the greater number 
of the people are Romanists, these men take 
their titles, and execute their offices as open- 
ly as the Bishops and Archbishops of the 
real church do : and they have regular a:3- 
geroblages of the clergy in the four provinces, 
over which the Pope has set four Romish 
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Aoetors as archbishops and from them the 
priests get all their orders and instructions. 
' Well ; one Dr. Murray has the title of 
archbishop of Dublin, and has the sole man- 
agement of the important province of Lein* 
ster ; which, you know, contains the capital 
city, and a great many towns and counties, 
besides the popish college of Maynooth. 
Very lately this Dr. Murray assembled all 
the clergy of his province in Dublin, and 
gave them, as usual, directions what they 
should study, for their own information and 
the benefit of their flocks. The book which 
he chiefly recommended was a large work, 
in Latin, which they were to take as a rule 
and guide ; and which he highly praised. 
These things they do very secretly, and try 
to keep entirely to themselires ; but the Lord 
Ood, from whom no iniquity can be hidden, 
is able to uncover the deepest artifice of this 
'* Mystery of iniquity, -' as St Paul calls it. 
In a very remarkable way, the book thus re» 
commended, fell into the bands of a pious 
and l^iarned Protestant clergyman, who mt 
reading it found that it contained all the 
■K>st crvel and murderous laws against heft* 
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ties, as they call us, declaring that they must 
be put to death, whenever the Romish 
church has power enough to do so** 

'And, moreover,' said Robert, *it was 
stated in that book^ that heathens should not 
be so severely treated, because they had 
never been a part of the Christian church ; 
but that Protestants, because they had sepa- 
rated from Ihe church of Rome, were still, 
like rebellious subjects, accountable to their 
proper ruler ; and should suffer death, and 
the forfeiture of their goods, in the very same 
way that our martyrs did in Mary's reign ; 
that is to say, the church was to excommu- 
nicate them, and to deliver them over to the 
temporal power, to be put to death.' 

* And what did Dr. Murray say when his 
book was found out V 

Mrs. Willis replied, •* At first he tried to 
deny, or throw it off his own shoulders ; but 
it was too plainly proved for that There 
was the very book, in print, with all these 
horrible things, and worse things than these, 
in it : and there, too, was the recommenda- 
tion <y{ this pretended archbishop, set down 
in • printed directory for his clergy^ of 
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which a copy was produced ; so, at last, Dr. 
Murray turned boldly round, and in a letter 
which he himself sent to the newspapers, he 
maintains that the book is a very good one, 
and proper for his clergy to study. Now lei 
me see if little Fanny has understood how 
this proves the church of Rome to be the 
same persecuting church as ever.' 

* I think nobody can help understanding 
it,' obser¥ed Thomas : * What say you* 
Fanny V 

' Indeed, brother,' replied the little girl* 
' it is not hard to make out. The Pope of 
Rome makes a man master of all the clergy- 
men in a large place ; and this man orders 
them all to study a book which tells them 
the Protestants are to be killed for their re- 
ligion, whenever they can do it. It seems^ 
too, that it is the clergy who put people out 
of the Romish church, and order the sheriffs 
to destroy them. So, after this, I must 
think every priest of that church takes it to 
be his duty to have me killed ; and the rea- 
son that he does not, is because there are too - 
many Protestants here to let him do it.' 

' Very right, my darling little Fan,' said 
7 
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Rabert, * and you pee, too, that they keep a1! 
this so sniig among themselves, that many 
of the poor innocent people belonging to 
their wicked church, do not even suspect it' 
But meantime, they are all taught that their 
priests alone can save or destroy their souls ; 
so that whenever the time comes to put these 
terrible laws once more in force against us, 
the Romanists, however shocked they may 
be, will not dare to say a word contrary to 
the priests. Oh, it is indeed a mystery of 
iniquity.' 

* I am thinking,' said Thomas, * that the 
reason they are building up popish chapels 
so fast, and trying all sorts of ways to coax 
the people into them, is because they want 
to make a good strong party, to help them 
into power again.' 

*No doubt of it,' said his mother. * But, 
my dears, I must also remind you of the 
awful proof which we have, that, in Ireland, 
ihe priests are doing what they can to follow 
Peter Dens' rules ; for the murders commi.t- 
ted ^very days on Protestants, for no other 
cause than their religion, show it plainly. 
The poor deceived people think they are 
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doi^g God service, and that they will be t^ 
warded in heaven for killinfr heretics, as they 
call them.' 

' But, Mammat' said Frank, * you mention- 
ed that Protestants separated from the Rom- 
ish church. If so, that church must be older 
than ours.' 

• ' Oh, no, my dear child. The pure reli- 
gion which we hold, is what was taught and 
received in the Christian church, from the 
very first. You will find what a noble con- 
gregation that at Rome was ; for St. Paul, 
in his beautiful epistle to the Romans, says, 
their fiiith was spoken of throughout the 
world. Yet, in the eleventh chapter, you 
will find him solemnly warning them lesi« 
they, like the Jews of old, falling into unbe- 
lief, should be likewise, cut off. Some cen- 
turies aflter that, the bishopric of Rome be- 
came very powerful ia the western part of 
Europe ; as that of Constantinople was in 
the east By degrees, very great corruptions 
crept into the Romish See ; image worship, 
praying to dead people, forbidding to marry, 
and commanding to abstain from meats, the 
foolish notion of purgatory, and l|i8t of all. 
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the monstrous doctrine of transubstantiation, 
or turning the bit of dough into the body of 
the Lord Jesus. J^he bishop of Rome was, 
by this time, become a powerful monarch, 
with great armies, and vast treasures ; and 
could force any kingdom into obedience to 
bis commands. By this means, darkness 
soon covered the church, and gross dark* 
iless the people. There were no printed 
books then ; copies of the Scriptures were 
very scarce, and easily hid up. God's word 
being taken away, the people had nothing 
to do but to befieve whatever the artful 
priests told them. This went on until the 
beginning of the sixteenth century, when 
Martin Luther, a German monk, whose 
neart the Lord b&d opened, finding an old 
bible, studied it, became ^lightened, and 
was the blessed means, in God's hand, of 
exposing to the world the abominations of 
popery. Printing had just been invented : 
the Bible was translated into the languages 
that the people understood ; and the en- 
trance of God's word gave light and under- 
standing unto the simple. The rest you 
know.' 
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* Had God no true worshipers then in the 
world, Mamma, till the Protestants found 
out the wickedness of the Romish church 
and left it?' 

' Indeed he had, my dear. God never left 
himself without witnesses to his trath. The 
religion of the early Christian church was 
preserved in the vallies of Piedmont ; and so 
horribly did the Romanists persecute these 
pui% worshipers, whose lives were as holy 
as their religion was scriptural, that in the 
space of thirty years, nine hundred thousand 
of them, men, women, and children, were 
put to death with all the tortures that the 
most shocking barbarity could invent.' 

* Oh, that frightful church of Rome I' ex- 
claimed Fanny. ' But, Mamma, what be- 
came of the bishopric of Constantinople V 

* A great deal of corruption was by de- 
grees mingled with the doctrines of that 
church also ; but you know, the country was 
soon conquered by the impostor Mahomet, 
and that fine city is, to this day, the capital of 
the Turkish empire.' 

* It is a favorite trick with the Romanists, 
said Robert, <to ask us Protestants whert 
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our religion Was, before Luther ; and to 
make it seem as if he had invented it. So* 
remember, children, ours is the true church* 
from the time of Christ and his Apostles. 
Popery is a fable, cunningly devised and 
brought in, by which our forefathers were 
for some time deluded ; and both Luther 
and we learnt the truth from that book which 
the bishops of Rome took such pains to hide. 
Our religion was in the Bible, from the begin' 
ning ; with the Bible we lost it ; and in the 
Bible, blessed be God! we have found it. 
again.' 

* I must tell you one more reason,' said 
Mrs. Willis, 'why there can be no such 
change in the unhappy church of Rome, as 
many Protestants are anxious to believe, and 
as I would myself gladly hope, if it were pos- 
sible. The character on which the Rotpish 
church prides herself, and in which she 
claims entire power over the minds and con- 
sciences of the people, is infallibility. Now 
what is infallible cannot change. Truth is^ 
always the same : and whatever pretends to 
be truth must take care to be unchangeable 
too. If the diurdi of Rome was In&Uibfo 
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when condemning to death, both of body 
and soul, all who differed frdm her doctrines, 
either she would now do the same, or else 
she could no longer pretend to be infallible. - 
It is true that another general council might 
change the decrees of the old ones, and 
make out that they had power to alter their 
laws to suit altered times; but this they have 
nerer done, and the infallible Council of 
Trent is, to this day, the guide which tliey 
follow. Nay, I will venture to say that they 
never will change those laws in earnest ; for 
in the awful vision shewn to St. John, the 
woman who represents the church of Rome, 
is seen, to the very time of her destruction, 
in the same frightful state, ** drunk with the 
blood of the saints, and with the blood of the 
martyrs of Jesus." She will never be other* 
wise : God^s people will hear and obey the 
call to come out of her idolatrous congrega« 
tion, but popery itself will never alter, never 
cease to be an abomination in ihe sight of 
God, and a deadly snare to the feet of all 
who venture into her paths.' 

'I almost think. Mother,' said Robert, 
* that seeing and hearing such things under 
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be name of religion, is enough to make a 
man an infidel, if he has no knowledge of the 
word of God.' 

' What is an infidel V said Fanny. 

Her mother replied. * An infidel is one 
who has no real belief in any thing. He 
thinks that a person may do equally well with 
or without any form of religion, and that it 
is of no more consequence what a man's faith 
may be, than it is what color his coat is of. 
He considers the Turk who reverences Ma- 
homet ; the Jew, who follows his Rabbin ; 
the Romanist who adores the crucifix ; and 
the true Christian, who worships the living 
God in spirit and truth, as being equally in 
the right, with the fool who says in his heart, 
there is no God, and who makes a mock at 
all religion. An > infidel pays no regard to 
the Bible, as the revelation of God's will to 
man: he, perhaps, goes to church, or to 
meeting, or to mass, because he was brought 
up to do so, and because it gives him a more 
respectable appearance among his friends ; 
but in his heart he cares nothing about it « 
and if he thinks there iff any future world, he 
leaves the eterAal portion of bis soul to b« 
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settled as it may, without any trouble on his 
part. This is a dreadful state to be in. A 
person who is sincere in a wron^ religion 
will, when convinced of his error, be willing 
to listen to your reeonimendation of a better 
faith ; bat an infidel has made up his mind 
to do without any, and on him you have no 
hold.' 

* It seems to be worse than popery,' ob- 
served Thomas. 

< Both arc eviV replied his Mamma : *• both 
rob God of his glory, and destroy the souls 
that they entangle. Robert is quite right in 
supposing that many becoaie infidels by see- 
ing the monstrous delusions of popery. The 
chqrch of Rome pretends to be the true and 
only church of Christ, and to take her au- 
thority from the Scriptures, while setting 
herself up above them. Those, therefore, 
who use only their natural reason, to 'exa- 
mine her vain doctrines, false miracles, and 
idolatrous ceremonies, have, in despising 
them, to despise also the Bible, from which 
they suppose such things can be learned. 
The great design of our enemy, Satan, is 
this — ^to persuade people to look for some 
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other guide than the only sure and safe 
guide, the Holy Ghost, who alone can teach 
us the' truth, and keep us in it. Satan in- 
duces some to trust their souls to men like 
themselves, and to do whatever they bid them, 
without farther examination ; others, to dies- 
pise all human teaching, and reject the Bible ; 
while not a few are led to destruction by 
taking the very word of God itself, in the 
spirit of unbelief, and studying it just as 
they would do the writings of mere men, 
depending on their own vain wisdom, and 
refusing to ask the help of Him, without 
whose aid they cannot rightly understand 
the divine truths contained in it.' 

« What a mercy it is,' said Frank, ' to be 
taught as we are, in our young days, where 
to find the only true knowledge !' 

* It is a mercy, my dear boy, for which 
you cannot be sufficiently thankful to the 
Lord. No less a matter than the salvation 
of your immortal souls depends on 'what 
you believe. Do you think those blessed 
martyrs who were so wonderfully holpen of 
the Lord, would have enjoyed his support 
had they thrown away their lives in defence 
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of a mere opinion? Oh, no ! the question 
which the Lord Jes«s put to his disciples is 
that by which we shall all be tried and judg- 
ed—" What think ye of Christ ?" God has 
appointed Him as the only possible way to 
hearen. Jesus said, ** I am the way." AH 
true doctnne is contained in a single and 
sole dependence on Christ He is **the 
truth." The death of trespasses and sina, 
in which we all naturally lie, condemned to 
eternal death, is a state that none other can 
raise us from, or give us one solid hope. '* I 
am the resurrection &nd the life." Infideli- 
ty rejects the Bible, overlooks and despises ' 
Christ ; and makes a God of poor miserable 
human reason. What fruit that evil tree of 
infidelity bears, you may see in the history 
of the French Reyolutiqii ; which began by 
so doing, and in a very short time went on 
to make every street of Paris red with the 
Uood of its inhabitants. The king and queen, 
with others of the royal family, nearly all 
llie chief nobles of the land, and thousands 
vpion thousands of inoffensive people, were 
fMiblicly butchered ; and it was not until the 
■avBge parties who by tunw ruled the Bsob 
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had nearly all murdered each other, that the 
carnage was stayed ; more for want of vic- 
tims, than of inclination to put them to death. 
Oh, my children^ cast f^om you every book, 
and turn 'away from every voice that ap- 
pears inclined to treat with any thing like 
irreverence, levity, or disregard, the adora- 
ble Savior of our souls, or the blessed Bible 
which testifies of Him !' 

' I make that my rule,' said Robert ; ' and 
with God's help I never will depart from it.' 

' Ask daily his blessing upon your reso- 
lution, my dear boy,' said his Mother ; 'He 
will give you grace to shun the way of the 
deceivers, who now abound. I have spoken 
of infidelity, and shewn you its awful conse- 
quences in France ; now I would remind 
you that popery slsg denies the Lord Jesus 
to be the way, and the truth, and the life, 
.though in a different manner. The church 
of Rome makes a confession of Christ, it is 
true, in her creed and services ; but robs 
him again of the honor that she pretends to 
give. Instead of teaching the people that 
Jesus is the way, she teaches them to earn 
heaven by their own works, and to buy it for 
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money. One of the articles of belief that 
all Romanists must bold, on pain of death, 
is, that the soal even of a believer, must, on 
quitting the body, go to a place of fiery tor- 
ment, and remain there, perhaps for thou- 
sands of years, unless the family or friends 
of the departed pay certain sums of money 
to the priests, to celebrate mas&es for the 
suffering soul. That is, to make a preteivse 
of offering up again the body of the Lord 
Jesus, in the form of a cake of bread, to ap- 
pease the wrath of God. And whereas the 
Bible tells us that Christ by his one offering 
of himself on the cross has perfected for ev- 
er them that are sanctified, these impious 
priests pretend that they must offer him up 
scores, yea hundreds of times, in order to 
release one believing soul from fiery flames, 
and get it removed into heaven. Of courae 
they are paid for each mass, which makes it 
a most profitable piece of wickedness to 
them.' 

* Why that is just like Judas Iscariot» acdl- 
ing the Lord for money,' said Fanny. 

^It is hard to find a comparison for such 
a deed,' said Robert. * They first insult and 
8 
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blaspheme tlie Lord, by pretending to iin« 
prison him in a bit of dough, and then in his 
name sell the falsehood that they have made. 
* It is an awfal thing indeed,' replied Mrs. 
Willis. ' You see how the church of Rome 
refuses to acknowledge Christ as tBe way, 
by putting such shocking inventions in his 
place. He is also denied to be the truth ; 
for he has given the Holy Scriptures to tes- 
tify of him, aud has declared that it is thd 
Holy Ghost who will lead us into all truth, 
taking of the things of Christ, and showing 
them unto us. The Romish church keeps 
the fiible back, as much as she possibly can^ 
from the people ; and instead of directing 
tiiem to seek the teaching of the Holy Spirit, 
she pronounces a great curse upon any who 
shall presume to think or to believe other- 
wise than as the priests direct them to do. 
Nay, the priests themselves, at their ordina- 
tion, are bound by a solemn oath only to 
understand the Scriptures as they have been 
explained by the popes and councils. One 
of those explanations is, that all who wil( 
not worship the wafer, and do in every thing 
as they have appointed, are hereticsi to b« 
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excommunicated by the church, and put to 
death by the civil magistrate. So ys^u see 
how wonderfully exact is the fulfilmentsof 
our Lord's words, in Luke xi. 52. '' Woe 
unto you, lawyers, for ye have taken away 
the key of knowledge ; ye enter not in your- 
selves, and them that were entering in ye 
hindered." And, lastly, the Church of Rome 
contradicts the Lord, where he says, he is 
the life. You know, that in explanation of 
his meaning, when calling himself the resur^ 
rection and the life, our gracious Lord adds, 
•* He that believeth in me, though h6 were 
dead, yet shall he live ; and whosoever liv- 
eth and believeth in me, shall never die." 
John xi. 25, 26. It was the great doctrine 
of the blessed reformation, that this believ* 
ing in Christ was .life to the soul; and the 
true Christian' church has always held fast 
that word, ^' This is the record, that God 
hath given to us eternal life, and this life is 
in his Son. He that hath the Son, hath life, 
and he that bath not the Son of 6od, hath 
not life. These things have I written unto 
you that believe on the name of the Son of 
God, that ye may know that ye have eternal 
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life, and that ye may believe on the name of 
the Son of God." 1 John v. 11-13, Our 
Lord also says of his own people, "My 
sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and 
they follow me ; and I give unto them eter- 
nal life ; and they shall never perish, neither 
shall any pluck them out of my hand." 
John X. 27, 28. By these, and many, very 
many other Scriptures to the same purpose, 
Christ's followers are taught that none who 
truly and wholly put their trust in him, shall 
ever be confounded; nor can they allow 
other saviors, other mediators, to rob him of 
the glory that belongs to him alone. See 
how differently the unhappy Romanists re- 
gard this important subject ; instead of com- 
ing to Christ in faith, to receive out of his 
fulness the grace that he is so able and so 
wHling to give, they make their prayers to 
the Virgin Mary, and an immense number 
of dead men and women, some of whom 
were pious Christians, who would turn away 
with horror from such idolatrous service ; 
others were people whose merit consisted in 
fiercely persecuting the flock of Christ ; and 
not a few among these imaginary helpers. 
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iierer existed at all. Could any one wlio 
beliered that in the Lord alone he had right- 
eousnese and strength, Mi on his knees, and 
pray to a dead woman in these terms. *' We 
iy to thy patronage, O holy mother of God ; 
despise not our petitions in our necessities, 
bat deliver us from all dangers, O ever glo- 
rious and blessed Virgin." Yet that is the 
commencement of a litany constantly used 
bj the Romanists, addressed to the Virgin 
Mary. Nor is this all ; the angels are like- 
wise objects of their worship ; a daily pray- 
er is appointed to be addressed to one whom 
they call their guardian angel, and — ^you 
would hardly believe this — the very wood 
of the cross is worshiped, by the name of 
wood, and called on as a savior. ^ These 
things, also, are insisted on as being neces- 
sary to salvation : and tell me, my children, 
do you think that any one who considers 
them so, can believe the words of the Lord 
Jesus, '< I am the life ;'' '< He that believeth 
on Qie hath everlasting life," and the other 
texts that declare the same thing ?* 

* I am sure diey cannot, Mamma,' replied 
Thomas : 'You know, the Jews, when our 
8* 
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Lord was on the earth, had made a great 
many additions to God's law ; and he told 
them they made void the commandment of 
God by their traditions. If that was the 
case under the old law, surely it is much 
more so under the Gospel. I should think 
that, to say the very least of it, those who 
add such things as you have spoken of, must 
make void the commandment of Christ, even 
if the things themselves were not so foolish 
and wicked as they are.' 

Frank added, *I am afraid the teachers 
of such ways are among those whom the 
Lord calls thieves and robbers. They do 
not lead the people in by the door, which is 
Christ.' 

^Dear Alice Benden!' said Fanny. 'I 
don't so much wonder now that she could 
better bear to lie for nine weeks in that dis- 
mal, cold, wet place, looking to the Lord 
Jesus, and trusting in him, than to agree 'in 
such untruths as the Romanists teach. But 
how could so many do it, Mamma ? Do you 
think that all the people who were not bum* 
ed believed in their hearts what you have 
been telling us T' 
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« No, my dear ; probably not one in ten.' 

'TJ^en why did they not turn against the 
cruel people who persecuted thera ?' 

'It was God's will shortly to remove 
Queen Mary, and to place her Protestant 
sister Elizabeth on the throne ; otherwise it 
is probable that England would hardly have 
furnished wood enough to burn the martyrs 
who were prepared to suffer. You must re- 
member, u^y dear children, that Protestant- 
ism is the religion of the Bible ; and can you 
tell.me what the Bible says about obedience 
to rulers V 

Here the leaves were turned over again 
very quickly, and each had a text ready. 
Fanny, who had asked the question, was the 
first to bring forward an answer to it. She 
read Romans xiii. 1, 2. *^ Let every soul be 
subject unto the higher powers. For there 
is no power but of God* the powers that be 
are ordained of God. Whosoever, there-' 
fore, resisteth the power, resisteth the ordi- 
nance of God ; and they that resist shall re- 
ceive to themselves damnation." 

Frank chose the two first verses of the 
third chapter of Titus : «' Put them in mind 
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to be subject to principalities and powers ; 
to obey magistrates ; to be ready to every 
good work ; to speak evil of no man, to be 
no brawlers, but gentle^ showing all meek- 
ness unto all men." 

Thomas read from 1 Peter ii. 13, 14, 
" Submit yourselves to every ordinanee of 
man for the Lord's sake ; whether it be to < 
the king as supreme, or unto governers, as 
unto them that arc sent by him for the pun- 
ishment of evil do^rs, and for the praise of 
them that do well.*' 

Robert took up the same chapter and 
went on from the nineteenth verse : " For 
this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience 
toward God endure grief, suffering wrong- 
fully. For what glory is it, if, when ye be 
buffeted for your faults ye shall tak« it pa- 
tiently ? but if, when ye do well and suffer 
for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptltble 
with God. For even hereunto were ye call- 
ed ; because Christ also suffered for *U8, leav- 
ing us an example, that we should follow his 
steps; who did no sin, neither was guile 
found in his mouth : who, when he was re- 
viled, reviled not again ; when he suffered!. 
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he threatened not ; but committed himself to 
him that jud'geth righteously." 

* Precious words !' exclaimed Mrs. Willis. 
* See/ my children, how the Lord enabled 
his poor flock in patience to possess their 
souls, it^eekly awaiting the appointed tim^ 
of their deliverance. That the cruel mur- 
derers were afraid of some violent resistance 
on the part of the people, is plain ; for they 
never ventured to burn a martyr without a 
strong guard of armed men. At the begin- 
ning, almost, of Mary*s persecution, they 
put to death the godly Bishop Hooper ; and 
such contrivances they had, while taking 
him from London to his own town of Glou- 
cester, as proved their dread oif Vh insurrec- 
tion in his favor. They never halted at any 
place where the good bishop was accus- 
tomed to stop ; but inquired out those, at 
which h^'e was least known : and when, on 
bringing him into the town, a cry of lament- 
ation burst from the afflicted spectators, who 
saw their belove^ pastor being led to a pris- 
on instead of his own hospitable home, the 
guards were so frightened, that they sent a 
messenger galloping on for succor, saying 
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there would be an attack and rescue, A 
more striking proof of their guilty fears was 
afforded at Cambridge, when, after digging 
up from the peaceful grave the bodfes of 
Martin Bucer, and Paul Phagius, two pious 
divines of King Edward's days, they took 
the coffins to the stake, surrounded by a 
strong body of spearsmen, and guarded with 
all sorts of weapons. The dead men, as the 
people truly remarked, could neither resist 
nor run away ; and the apprehension of a 
tumult among the living alone could account 
for it.' 

* Burn dead bodies !' cried Fanny, * Can 
that be true, Mamma V 

•Certainly, my dear. Don't you know 
that our great reformer, Wickliff, the first 
who openly wrote and spoke against popery 
in England, was dug up, forty years after his 
death, his bones burnt, and the ashes cast in« 
to the little brook at Lutterworth?' 

The children looked at one another, and 
laughed. Robert observed, * There is a cu- 
rious story in Foxe, ofaman who was hang- 
ed for theft, and who seems to have been 
brought to real repentance and faith in the 
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Sftvior. At his execution he openly re- 
nounced the doctrines of the Romish church, 
repeating with great devotion that petition in 
the Litany, which was in good King Ed- 
ward's Prayer Book. " From the tyranny 
of the Bishop of Rome and all his detesta* 
ble enormities, good Lord deliver us !" The 
crowd around the gallows cried '^ Amen." 
When the bishops heard of this, they thought 
it too serious a matter to be passed over : so 
Bonner had a citation fixed to the church 
doors, commanding John Tooley, the man 
who had been hanged, to appear in court 
within a certain time, and answer for his her-* 
esies. Tooley, as you may suppose, did not 
come : then they excommunicated him, and 
a part of the sentence which they actually 
published, forbade any man to eat or drink . 
with John Tooley, or to bid him good mor- 
row^ if they met him by the way. At last 
they had his body dug up and burned.' 

Again the children laughed, and Frank 
said, * If they had done no worse than that» 
it would have oeen a small matter ; but put« 
ting living bodies into thefire, ia hoiriUe.' 
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« Was there a guard about Alice Benden, 
Mamma ?' said Fanny. 

* Yes : they dared not take a victim to the 
stake without one, as I told you : but so weU 
did they know how little it was needed, by 
way of seeuring the martyr, that before the 
time of Alice Benden's burning, when they 
murdered thirteen at once, at Stratford-le 
bow, having only three stakes, they fasten 
ed the eleven men to them, leaving the two 
others, who were women, loose among the 
faggots : and there they stood, as still as if 
they too had been chained, never flinching 
while the flames rose about them, and con- 
sumed their flesh to a cinder.' 

' Never talk to me of the cruelties of hea- 
then persecutors, after that, Robert,' said 
Thomas, ' I have heard nothing like it yet.' 

Mrs. Willis remarked, ' It was a glorious 
testimony to the faith and patient endurance 
of the martyrs, and the Lord magnified his 
great power in the feebleness of their tended 
flesh, by enduing them with such amazing 
fortitude. ** Out of weakness they were 
made strong." 

*Do, Mamma, teUus something more of 
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Ood's help given to the dear mar^s,' said 
Fanny. 

* I will tell you of Thomas Hawkes. He 
was a gentleman, who in the days of King 
Edward the Sixth, of blessed memory, had 
been much at court : but when the times 
changed for the worse, he left all for Christ, 
liying quietly at home in his own family. A 
little son was born to him, and Mr. Hawkes, 
justly abhorring the unchristian and fantas* 
tical form of administering baptism in the 
Romish church, kept the infant awhile un- 
baptized, till he could find a true minister of 
of God, to do it scripturally and rightly. 
For this ^e was taken before the cruel bishop 
of London, Bonner, and every possible way 
was tried to bring him into their church. 
All the most learned Romish doctors, by 
turns, came to him at the bishop's house, 
and argued with him ; but Mr. Hawkes kept 
elose to the word of God ; he had built his 
house on the rock, and in vain did the ene- 
my try to beat it down. When they found 
there was no hope of gaining him over, they 
resolved to bum him; and this steady 
Christian was taken to the place of his last 
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trial. Some friends of hist who had been 
much strengthened in the faith by his bold 
and firm conduct, privately told him, that 
hough he was so little moved by the threats 
of his enemies, they doubted whether he 
could bear the actual pains of such a terrible 
death ; therefore they requested of him, if he 
found the raging heat of the fire such as 
might "be endured, that he would, when about 
to die, lift his hand above his head towards 
heaven/ 

Thomas remarked, * I suppose they were 
expecting the same treatmeot themselves, 
and wanted to know if they would be ena- 
bled to go through it.' 

* That was their object^ I have no doubt,' 
replied his Mamma. * Well, the time came, 
Mr. Hawkes was brought out, and a great 
multitude stood round, among whom his anx- 
ious friends took their places. He made 
many pious remarks to the people about 
him, prayed o^rnestly, undressed himsell^ 
and went to the atake. The fire was kin- 
dled, and the martyr stood, till his ap|ieatw' 
ance, (and he was a remarkably 'fine hand- 
tome man,) was completely ehaoged. HSi 
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Speech was gone, his skin was erackled and 
drawn together, and the fingers nearly hurnt 
from his hands. He seemed to hayebeen 
some time dead, and every one must hare 
hoped that he was, when, suddenly, he lifted 
both arms above his head, at full stretch, 
and three times in a rejoicing manner clap 
ped his hands together, a light flame being 
at that moment briskly burning from the 
stump of every finger. The loudest outcrie| 
burst from the astonished people, like the 
shout that was raised when the Lord, by fire, 
answered Elijah's prayer, and confounded 
the priests x)f Baal. You may judge what 
the friends felt, for whose sake die sign was 
given. The blessed martyr had been mind- 
ful of his promise; he remained still until he 
found himself at the point of death, then, by 
the wonderful power of God, gave the proof 
his brethren desired, and the next moment, 
sinking down into the fire, became a mass of 
cinders.' 

< I only wonder,' said Frank, < that it did 
not convert every body who saw it' 

* Conversion is the work of God alone,' re* 
plied his mother, * You know, in our Lord's 
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parable, Abraham is represented as replying 
to the unhappy rich man, who wanted to 
have his brethren converted by a miracle, 
" If they hear not Moses and the prophets, 
neither will they be pcrsnaded though 
one rose from the dead." Our martyrs 
were converted by means of the Scriptures, 
and to this day that sharp, bright sword ol 
the Spirit is found, to be the only weapon for 
letting asunder the bonds with which the 
Romish church binds the souls of her 
people. The power of popery depends on 
making them believe that their church has 
greater authority than the word of God : that 
whatever their priesis teach them is true, 
whether it agrees with the Scriptures or not : 
and that, if they do read the Bible, they 
must only understand it according to the 
meaning put upon it by the clergy. Sup- 
pose you had to walk through a difficult 
country on a very dark night, and that you 
had a ^ood, clear lantern in your hand, you 
might go on carefully and safely with such 
help. But if a person came and took away 
your lamp, or blindfolded you, so that you 
could not make use of it, you must suffer 
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jroarself to be led by any one who undertook 
to. coiiduct you safely, bowever unworthy he 
might be of your confidence. Now you 
know, David says, " Thy word is a lamp 
unto my feet,^ and a light unto my paths." 
When you see a Romanist» remember he is 
in the case I hare deidcribed, deprived of the 
power to see his own way, a*hd led into the 
most deadly danger by a false guide whom 
he trusts. You will then feel that the great- 
est mercy you can show him, is to place 
in his hands the lamp of God's word, which 
will soon let him see where he is going, if he 
uses it rightly : that is to say, if he seeks the 
aid of the Holy Spirit, and fairly tries all the 
doctrines of his chtirch by the rule of the 
Scriptures.' 

* Does every Romanist who reads the Bi- 
ble become a Protestant?' asked Fanny. 

* No : for many read it as the Jews read the 
Old Testament in the synagogues, with the 
veil upon their hearts, because they 4o not 
turn to the Lord to have it taken away. Some 
depend on the explanations which they hear 
from their teachers, and never iiiquire for 
th6mselve« : others read it in a careless man* 
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ner, without considering it as a thing that 
concerns them, as much as though it had 
been written for them alone. You know 
there were persons of whom it is written* 
that '* the word did not profit them, not being 
mixed with faith in them that heard it ;" and 
so it is now. God will notliave his gracious 
message lightly regarded, like a thing of no 
consequence : it must be received reverently, 
believingly, and with earnest pra^r for an 
understanding heart. No one ever studied 
the Bible in this way without coming to the 
knowledge of the truth. Our martyrs sel- 
dom possessed a whole Bible; TyndaPs 
translation of the New Testament, and the 
Psalms, were the portions they generally 
had. The Psalter was very highly v^ued 
by them, as appears by their usually repeat- 
ing one or more of those sweet spiritual songs 
when on the way to the stake, and often 
amid the flames. You know, Alice Benden 
was singing a Psalm when her brother dis- 
covered her by her voice.' 

^I am sure,' said Fanny, *I shall love 
this blessed book the more, now that I know 
whatu comfort it has been to the martjrrs.* 
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* We ought to love it £6r its own sake,' 
said Frank. 

* Yes,' replied his Mamma, * we ought in- 
deied so to do ; and those who have oftenest, 
like David, enjoyed its precious consolations 
in their own souls, will prize it most. Still 
I feel, with Fanny, that we cannot but give 
thanks on behalf of those who, in the midst 
of such sufferings as we can hardly imagine, 
found in it a constant refreshment for their 
drooping souls. It is wonderful, in reading 
the examinations of the martyrs, to see how 
well able the most unlearned and simple 
among them often were to silence the great 
doctors, bishops, and others, who tried to 
turn them away from the truth. Very fre- 
quently these artful examiners quoted the 
Scriptures incorrectly, in order to support 
their false doctrines ; but they were always 
set right by the prisoners, who insisted on 
their bringing forward the book itself, to 
prove the ignorance or deceitfulness of those 
who \/ould have made^ the Holy Bible appear 
to favor their errors.' 

* I wonder,' si^id Thomas, * how the people 
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got 01I9 before iftibles were iui plentiful lu 
they are now.' 

* His Mamma answered, * The Church of 
England has, like the Jewish church of old, 
nad the oracles of God committed to it, for 
the benefit of the people; and however 
scarce the copies of that blessed book may 
have been, still all who attended their Parish 
Church were sure to hear a large portion 6f 
unmixed scripture read in the course of the 
service^ What with the psalms, the two 
lessons, the epistle, and the gospel, you will, 
see that a great deal of pure truth must be 
proclaimed. Howeyer, it is certain that 
true religion, such as upheld our martyrs, 
enabling them for Christ's sake to endure 
even a terrible death, has been very scarce 
in the land, until within a few years past: 
but God has raised up many faithful preach- 
ers among us, and has also caused his own 
Holy Word to have free course throughout 
our country, and to be glorified, as the 
means of turning many souls from darkness 
to light. Now tell me, dear children, do you 
think it enough to keep clear of the false 
doctrines and idolatrous worship of the Ro- 
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mish church, in order to be a real Protest- 
ant?' 

This question set them all considering : 
at last Thomas «aid, /I think not, Mamma ; 
and I will tell you why ; Alice«Benden would 
not go to the church, you said, because she 
knew that the doings there were sinful ; and' 
if she had been free to do as she liked, she 
might have staid away. But I don't believe 
that a mere opinion about it, or any thing 
but her loving God above all — above her 
own life — would have enabled her to bear 
such long and dreadful cruelties, and to go 
at last to be burned alive, when she might 
so easily have avoided it' 

^ Besides,' said ^rank, * Alice could have 
; dissembled. She might have gone to the 
mass, without really worshiping the idol; 
and so on with the rest of the outside ser- 
vices. I am sure she must have realty and 
with all her heart believed the awful threat- 
ening of our Lord Jesus Christ, and depend- 
ed entirely upon his promise, which none 
can do without the gift of faith.' 

* What threat, and what promise, do yoa 
0)eaa« Thomas t' 



Digitized by Google 



100 AJJCE BBNDXNv 

* 1 mean those words in the tenth of Mat- 
thew, '^Whosoeyer, therefore, shall confess 
me hefore men, him will I confess aim) be- 
fore my Father which is in Heaven: hot 
whosoever shall deny me before men, him 
will I also deny before my Father which is 
in heaven." It seems that Alice and^ the 
other martyrs knew it would be mockizfg 
Ood to pretend any fellowship with his ene- 
mies. I donU think that all who bear the 
name of Protestants would go so far as this ; 
or that any body could do so, without great 
faith — such faith as we are saved by.' 

Robert said, ^ I agree with you, Thomas t 
and there is another text in Romans Xs 
^* With the heart man believeth unto right- 
eousness ; and with the mouth confession is 
made unto salvation." It is very easy for 
us, in these safe and quiet times, to say how 
&r we would go in defending the religion 
that we profess ; but put one of us into 
Alice Benden's dungeon, in the midst of 
winter, on a little damp straw, between stone * 
walls, with only as much briead as would 
just keep life in the body, and cold water to 
wash it down, with the prospect of a fiery 



Digitized by Google 



ALICB BBNDBir. 107 

death befare ub, and I am very sure that it 
must be strength given from above which 
would enable any of us to hold out nine 
weeks, or nine days either, when a little hy- 
pocrisy would restore us to freedom, ease, 
and plenty.' 

* Ah, Mamma,' said Frank, * if that shilling 
eottld understand and speak, it would tell us 
of many a hard battle that poor dear Alice 
had with the tempter.' 

His Mamma replied, ^If indeed it was 
Alice Benden's shilling, my dear, as we are 
all pleased to fismcy, it has witnessed greater 
battles and nobler conquests than all earth's 
kings and mighty warriors could boast of. 
Oh, what must have been her sufferings ! 
When the heavy chills crept over her trem- 
bling frame, and her warm breath, congealed 
by the wintry air, returned in drops of clam- 
my moisture to bedew her flesh and gar- 
ments^ with no possible means of drying 
them; when the cramping pains produced 
by iueh a narrow bed became fixed in the 
seardiihg agony of confirmed rheumatism^ 
and the slightest movement was a pang 
Iwrdlf to be endured t when the stomach 
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craved, and yearned, and pined for a supply 
of its gnawing wants, receiving only what 
would keep the keen edge of hunger doubly 
whetted ; and the draught of icy water sent 
an aguish thrill through every trembling 
joint : and the very shreds that interposed 
bet>reen her festering skin and the cold earth 
beneath, and colder stones around her, be- 
came a loathsome encumbrance, hardly, to 
be borne ; oh then it was indeed a glorious, 
a victorious faith that could turn every plaint 
into that confiding ezpresaion, * The right 
hand of the Lord can change all.' Her 
very lamentations were breathed, not in the 
fretful utterances of harassed human nature, 
but in the sweet, and solemn, ^d subdued 
language which the Holy Ghost prut into the 
mouth of David. The more I consider ^lis 
particular case, the more deeply am I con- 
vinced that the capse in which our martyrs 
suffered is truly the cause of God hiraselfl 
We do not read of a single instance, among 
the hundreds who sealed the truUi with their 
blood, where a dependance on any thing but 
Aue grace of God in Christ Jesus was shown. 
No one pleaded his ontm sufferings, no one 
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gloried, save in the cross of Christ. In the 
▼ery spirit of their divine Master, they nei- 
ther strove nor cried ; nor was any voice 
heard ih the streets from them, save the 
voice of prayer and praise ; of thanksgiving 
for the great mercy vouchsafed to them- 
selves, and intercession for the souls of their 
murderers. My dear children, lay this 
deeply to heart ; see what true Protestant- 
ism is ; and be assured that the mere name, 
the' mere opinion, the objection that your 
reason must raise to the monstrous fables 
and glaring delusions of popery, is not that 
which will support you in the hour of trial, 
or make you zealous to pluck brands from 
the terrible burning kindled for the deluded > 
souls which believe a lie, and dishonor the 
Ood of our salvation. An old coin, acci- 
dentally laid before us, has given rise to 
what I do hope may be very useful not only 
to you but to others. Our country is full of 
such memorials : the older churches of the 
land, the ancient castles and prison-houses 
of our principal towns, and many objects 
that almost daily cross your path, are fitted 
to bring to remembranoe the rieh blesaing 
10 
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secured to you through the blood of the 
mertyrs* Above all, the Bible should never 
be taken into your hands without a thankful 
remembrance of those times. Tyndal, who 
first translated the New Testament, and 
other portions of God's word, into the Eng- 
lish tongue, was for so doing strangled and 
burnt, abroad. Myles Coverdale, Bishop 
of Exeter, who produced an entire version 
of the Bible in English, was scarcely saved 
fr<mi the flames. The king of Denmark 
obliged cruel Mary to deliver him from pri- 
son, and to send him over to his realn^ 
where he dwelt, a sorrowful exile, till Eliza- 
beth and Protestantism ruled our land. 
Frith, the great helper of Tyndal, was bar- 
barously burnt in Smithfield. You know 
not yet what that book contains, describing 
the character of popery, and its dreadful 
end ; but you will see much of it if you read 
the second chapter of the second Epistle to 
the Thessalonians, and the thirteenth and 
five following chapters of the Revelation, 
with Scott's commentary on them. I wish 
you to hold yourselves bound, by the mer- 
cies of Ood to your fore&thers and your- 
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fielres, to seek out, as you have opportunity, 
means for recovering the poor deluded Ro- 
manists out of the deadly snare that entan- 
gles them. You can help those who are 
preaching the gospel of Christ among them 
by your prayers for their success ; you can 
collect in aid of the societies that more es- 
pecially send the scriptures to them; and 
you can, while yet too young to engage in 
disputation, endeavor to increase your know- 
ledge and strengthen your faith, in the pure 
and holy doctrines of true Protestantism ; 
that on a future day, when the Lord is send- 
ing forth more laborers to the harvest of 
souls, in the deluded church of Rome, you 
may be enabled to obey the call, and with 
cheerful zeal to answer, '' Here am I, send 
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CHABLOTTE ELIZABETH. 



Wk«n thou walkMt through the fire, thou thalt not be tant ; 
■hall the flame kindle upon thee."— IsAXAtt lUlL f. 



10* 
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Dear boys and girls, are you londof hear- 
ing wonderful things? Do you love to lis- 
ten, when people tell of great dangers and 
surprising escapes? Some young people 
are so fond of these marvels, that they will 
sit and read books, which all the while, as 
they know, do not contain one word of truth, 
nor any real instruction; which is very 
wrong. Our time was given to us for better 
purposes ; and we cannot have much regard 
for truth, if we take delight in reading false- s 
hood and folly. I shall not tell you a fairy 
tale, for this good reason, that there are no 
fiiiries, nor ever were such beings in the 
world ; and I would not affront my readers, 
by supposing that they are so very silly as 
Id be amused by such nonsense. Neither 
shall I invent a story about some person who 
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never existed — no : I have better things to 
write about ; and can begin my history by 
assuring you that every part of it is true, 
quite true. 

More than two thousand two hundred 
years ago, there was a very mighty king, 
who reigned over Babylon, then the greatest 
empire iu the world. The king and his 
people were alike ignorant of God, and wor- 
shiped all sorts of foolish idols. They ware, 
of course, wicked and cruel ; for * the dark 
.places of the earth are full of the habitations 
of cruelty' — the thoughts of man's heart are 
only evil, and that continually, from his 
youth up ; and nothing but the love of God 
shed abroad in his heart by the Holy Ghost, 
through the mercy of Jesus Christ, can possi- 
bly alter his character. 

These Babylonians were very fond of war, 
very powerful, and very covetous : so when 
the Lord God, angry at the obstinate sin of 
the Jewish people, put it into their hearts to 
go up against Jerusalem and to destroy it, 
they were very glad to conquer that fine rich 
country — to slay many of its inhabitants, and 
make slaves of the rest : to rob the magnifi- 
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cent temple that King Solomon h&d.built« 
many hundred years before, of all its trea- 
•ores ; and then to destroy both it -and the 
city, carrying away the king and all his 
princes as prisoners into Babylon. You 
know that, when Pilate slew the Galileans 
at their sacrifices — and the tower of Siloam 
fell, killing eighteen persons-M)ur Lord Je- 
sus told the people who talked abou4; it to 
take warning, saying, * Except ye repent, ye 
shall all likewise perish.' So, when we 
read or hear of God's judgments upon sin- 
ful nations, let us take heed, and stand in 
awe, and commute with our own hearts; 
that we may know in what we also «re 
offending Him, and amend our evil ways, 
before His wrath overtakes us likewise. 
• Now, you are to suppose the great King 
of Babylon at ease in his possessions — the 
conquered Jews being quite unable to give 
him any farther trouble. If you wish to 
know what was their state, read the 137tb 
Psalm, which is their sad complaint in their 
captivity. However, there were among 
them four young princes of the Jews, who 
hftd been chosen from the rest, to be kept in 
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the king's palace, and instructed in all the 
learning and in the tongue of the Chaldeans* 
or Babylonians — even as Moses was brought 
up in Pharaoh's house, and learned in all the 
wisdom of the Egyptians. You know how 
Moses afterwards chose rather to suffer 
affliction with the people of God, than to ea- 
joy the pleasures of sin for a season — es« 
teeming the reproach of Christ greater riches 
than the treasures of Egypt, Heb. xi. 25,26. 
We shall see whether the same mind was in 
these young Jews, who were named Daniel, 
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. I will tell 
you the meanifig of these four names in the 
Hebrew tongue. * Daniel' signifies, 'God 
is my Judge ;' * Hananiah,' * Gift of the 
Lord ;' • Mishael,' ' Lent of God ;' and * Aza* 
riah,' * Help of the Lord.' Thus, you eee, 
ihe pious Israelites gave names to theii 
children that they should always remind 
them of their heavenly King ; and is it not 
80 with you? Yes, surely; for you call 
yourselves Christians, which signifies fol« 
lowers of Christ ; and take good heed that 
you do really follow His holy steps, while 
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emtfessing his blessed truth, or your yeiy 
name will condemn you. 

Daniel having been taught of God to inter- 
pret a vision which troubled King Nebu- 
chadnezzar, he was greatly advanced in the 
khigdom ; and his three companions, whose 
names the ungodly people changed to Sha- 
drach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, were re- 
commended by him to be set over the affairs 
of the provinces. They would perhaps have 
been more out of the way of trouble, if they 
had continued in retirement ; but no station, 
high or low, can remove God's children out 
of His sight and reach. In times of great 
temptation He gives great grace, if it be 
sought for in prayer and faith. So let us 
fulfil the duties of our situations, whatever 
they may be, and leave the rest to God. 

Now there was in the province of Babylon 
a great plain, called the plain of Dura— a 
fine open space, spread out by the hand of 
the Creator for the benefit of men : and what 
did the unwise King Nebuchadnezzar do, 
but insult the Most High God, by setting up 
an image in the midst of this plain, to be 
worifaiped as a god ! To make it more val- 
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uable, he had it formed of gold : and as the 
height of it was threescore cubits, or thirty 
yards, and its breadth six cubits, or three 
yards, it was immensely large, and worth 
millions of money. But what is that, in the 
sight of the Lord of Hosts, who says of all 
the treasures of this earth, ' The silver is 
mine, and the gold is mineT This fine 
image of gold was no more worth than a 
handful of clay in His sight; and as for men, 
those who worshiped the highest angel In 
heaven would commit the great sin of idola- 
try ; and who m his senses would ever think 
of worshiping a heap of metal, dug out of 
the earth ! 

However, the King of Babylon, having 
made this image, published a decree, com- 
manding that whosoever should not fall down 
and worship it, at a fixed time, should be cast 
into a furnace of fire. At a particular hour, 
all the instruments of music were to strike 
up together, and on hearing them, the people 
every where were to fall down in honor of 
this golden idol. The king gathered together 
all his princes, governors, captains, judges, 
treasurers, counsellors, sheriffs, and rulert 
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of prorinces, to the dedication of his image ; 
and a grand assemblage of mighty mfen it 
must have been. They came to the great 
plain of Dura, all prepared to sin against the 
Lord together. 

Among the rulers of provinces were the 
three Jewish captives, Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed-nego : their names were changed, 
but that mattered little, since their hearts and 
their principles remained the same. They 
could not hinder their conquerors from call- 
ing them what they pleased ; but no power 
of man can take the love of God's Holy 
Name out of the mind that has. been renew- 
ed by his Spirit. It seems they did not ap- 
pear in their places, . on this grand day ol 
idolatrous wickedness ; for some of the Chal- 
deans came before the king, to complain of 
their refusing to obey his decree ; or perhaps 
they were present, but stood up alone, when 
all the rest bowed their faces to the ground 
at the sound of the music. 

The king was much enraged that any 
should dispute his commands ; and he order- 
inI the three Jews to be brought before hiniv 
11 
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fapik>sing that they would be soon terrified 
into obedience. 

Now considering the great riches, powery 
grandeur, and pride of the King of Babylon, 
you may suppose what a sight it must bare 
been. The Scripture does not describe it, 
but we will fancy an immense plain, in the 
midst of which stood a figure of glitterin^g 
gold, fifteen times as high as a yery tall man 
-^the sun, probably, shining upon it, and 
making more bright the gay colors spread 
around its feet, where in their robes of purple 
and scarlet, with their dazzling jewels, and 
their flashing weapons, and silken banners, 
all the nobles of the land attended their king, 
Nebuchadnezzar. There was not, in that 
vast multitude, one who dared dispute the 
king's will; and if he gave the word to 
slay, there was no want of executioners ; 
wMle the fiery furnace was prepared by his 
command, that whosoeyer should refuse to 
obey the decree might, in that same hour, be 
cast into its flames. All this might be seen 
by man's outward eye ; but, oh ! what awlul 
lights might faith behold, knowing tiiat * the 
thingt which the Gentiles sacrifice, they see* 
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rifice unto devils,' and therefore that it iras 
to Satan himself, not to the insensible golden 
image, that the real worship was paid ; and 
there, then, was Satan, that 'roaring lion, who 
goeth about, seeking whom he may devours* 
rejoicing in the wickedness of man — look- 
ing upon the great multitude as his own — 
and ready to encourage them to any act of 
cruelty against a worshiper of Jehovah. 
And he who delights to tempt and to terrify 
the children of God, would surely make the 
scene around them as fearful as possible tp 
the three Jewish men. 

To render the trial of their faith and con- 
stancy still greater, the king did not condemn 
them for having already refused to worship 
the image, but offered to them an opportu- 
nity of escape. He asked them, indeed was 
it true that they had refused to do so ; but, 
without waiting for an answer, he went on 
to say that, if they would fall down and wor- 
ship when the music again sounded, well ; 
but if not, they should immediately be cast 
into the burning fiery furnace. And, in the 
pride of his poor ignorant heart, he asked, 
« Who is that God that shall deliver you oat 
of my hands V 
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Let us stop now for a moment, to consider 
what excuses the enemy of their souls and 
ours might now encourage the three men to 
make : for the love of life is strong in us all, 
and a violent death is very dreadful. Be- 
sides, our Blessed Lord had not then appear- 
ed upon earth, and neither his beautiful ex- 
ample nor the sweet promises and instruc- 
tions of the New Testament were given to 
support these captives. They knew that the 
Savior was to come, and they beheld him, 
as it were, afar off, and gave heed to that 

* sure word of prophecy,* of which St. Peter 
so beautifully speaks, as 'a light shining in 
a dark place.* And the Lord God, in whom 
they trusted, made His grace sufficient for 
them, without the abundant helps and conso- 
lations that we can find in the Bible now 
complete. 

St. Peter, in his second epistle, thus de- 
scribes the Scriptures of the Old Testament * 

• Holy men of God spake as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost.' Our Lord Jesus, when 
about to leave this world, told his disciples 
that the Holy Ghost would bring to their 
remembrance all things whatsoever he had 
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told them ; and, under this divine inspiration 
the New Testament was written by the fol- 
lowers of Christ. The Bible, as we now 
have it, is solemnly declared to be the revela 
tion of God's whole will to man. St. John, 
who outlived the rest of the Apostles, was 
favored, in the Isle of Patmos, with that sv 
blime vision, which forms the last book in 
the Holy Scriptures ; and it concludes, (a&i 
you will see in Rev. xxii. 18, 19,) with a 
fearful threat of God's anger against any 
who should take from or add to the words 
of that blessed book. We ought daily to 
praise the Lord for His great mercy, in giv- 
ing us this perfect rule and standard of all 
that we are to believe and to do ; for were 
we not so positively assured that the Qible 
contains all things necessary for our spirit- 
ual learning, we should be constantly tempt- 
ed to give heed to seducing spirits, and 
teachers of false doctrines, who would per- 
suade us that God was sending us some new 
message by them. But no : we have tbe 
whole pleasure of our Lord made known to 
tf in HU word ; and b^ that word wa art to 
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• prove all things,' that we may ' hold fast 
that which is good.' 

' Yet, though we are so much favored hy 
having the revelation of God's will com- 
pletely written out for us, His grace was al- 
ways sufficient for His faithful people : and 
He made clear to them the path in which 
they were to go. The three Jews might 
have thought within themselves, that as the 
Lord had permitted them to be brought into 
such circumstances, he could not condemn 
them for acting according to the will of their 
conquerors ; and if any circumstances could 
ever justify such disguise, theirs would have 
done so. The Lord had caused them to be 
carried away captive from their own land ; 
He had also, by giving miraculous wisdom 
to their kinsman Daniel, led to their being 
placed in that high station among their ene^ 
mies ; and they had already given a remark- 
able proof of their faithfulness to Him, by 
choosing to live on pulse, rather than to be 
nourished by the meats from the king*8 
table, which, by their law, were unclean to 
them. If Satan could have prevailed, he 
^ould have put hard thoughts of God into 
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their minds, and tempted them to make the 
difficulties an exeuse for sin ; so as to sup- 
pose, at least, that they might seem to wor- 
ship the image, while really praying to the 
true God. But they probably recollected 
the golden calf, which their fathers had made 
while Moses was on the mount, and, pro- 
* claiming not a feast to it, but a feast to the 
Lord, had pretended to worship Jehovah, 
while they bowed before the graven image. 
This was idolatry, whatever they chose to 
call it ; and the slaying of three thousand of 
them, by the Lord's command, proved how 
yery hateful to Him is the mixing of images 
in any part of his worship or service. You 
may find a great deal upon this subject in 
the fourth chapter of Deuteronomy. 

We may be very sure that Shadrach, Me- 
•hach, and Abed-nego were able to say, like 
David, * Thy word have I hid in mine heart, 
that I might not sin against thee,' Psalm 
exix. 11. It is only by having God's word 
laid up in our memories and hearts too, that 
is, by loving it, as well as remembering it, 
that we can avoid sinning. How can we do 
God's will, unless we know it ? and howaro 



Digitized by Google 



128 THE aOLDBNUCAGB. 

we to know it, if we do not study it in that 
book which He has caused to be written 
purposely for our instruction in it? 

Observe the beautiful reply of the three 
Jewish captives to the King : with all these 
fierce and cruel foes around them, and with 
all the horrors of the fiery furnace nigh, and 
all the weakness of human nature upon them, 
mark the holy calmness of their expressions. 

' O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to 
answer thee in this matter. If it be so, our 
God, whom we serve, is able to deliver us 
from the burning fiery furnace, and He will 
deliver us from thy hand, O king.' The 
king had asked, ' Who is that God that shall 
deliver you out of my hands V ' Our God, 
whom WE serve,' reply the captives — ' if such 
be his will, He has the power to save us from 
the fiery furnace, and He will deliver us from 
thy hand,' They doubted not, in the least, 
the power of the Lord ; but, with great hu- 
mility, might question whether He would 
deem them worthy of being so preserved ; 
or whether it might not rather be for His 
glory that they should yield up their lives. 
So, while they boldly declared Him to ba 
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'more powerful than the king and nation who 
then ruled the world, or than the devouring 
flames of a fiery furnace, they did not call 
on the Lord to prove it, by delivering them, 
nor make His doing so the condition of their 
obedience — ^no: like holy Job, their lan- 
guage rather was, 'Though He slay me, yet 
will I trust in Him ;' and so they went on, 
after declaring that the Lord could deliver 
them if he so pleased, *But if not, be it 
known unto thee, O king, that we will not 
serve thy gods, nor worship the golden 
image which thou hast set up.' 

Oh, the beauty of this language ! no rude, 
hasty, or disrepectful word : they give the 
king his title, and all the reverence due to his 
.high estate. They give him all that can be 
given without robbing God of his glory; and, 
quietly submitting to his authority — to his 
power of passing sentence of death — they 
take meekly the choice which he had given 
them, and are willing to die, but resolved not 
to sin. Firmness is never so striking as 
when there is no anger mixed up with it ; 
and holy zeal is always meek and humble, 
aa well as fervent 
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Nebuchadnezzar was greatly enraged ; 
and gave a strange proof how passion blinds 
the heart and understanding. He com- 
manded the furnace to be heated seven times 
hotter than usual, not considering that the 
fiercer the flame, the quicker and easier 
would be the death of the victims. He 
seems to have been afraid that some deliver- 
ance would be wrought; and, by making 
the fire so terribly strong, he perhaps hoped 
to prevent it. Then he ordered the most 
mighty men in his army to bind ^hadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego — an easy task for 
the weakest, since the martyrs never thought 
of resisting. But, by this means, the king 
lost his best warriors, for the great heat of 
the furnace slew them, before they could 
draw back, after casting the three men into 
it. This not only showed the awful judg- 
ment of God upon his enemies, but also 
proved how amazingly great was the miracle 
which saved His servants. 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, might 
have naturally expected a deliverance, since 
the king had defied their God to save them 
out of his hand: but though they found 
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th^roselres carried to tho mouth of the fur- 
nace, and no help appeared, they were still 
nnrioyed — and here again, we are reminded 
of holy David, who says, ' I have set the 
Lord always before me : because he is at 
my right hand, I shall not be moved,' a 
blessed confidence, which God gives to his 
people in time of trouble, and now felt by 
&ese men. Their part was to be faithful 
unto death ; and, to use their own beautiful 
language, they were *most careful' as to 
how He would make use of them, so long 
as his great name should be glorified in 
them. You know, St. Paul says, * Be care- 
ful for nothing; but in every thing, by 
prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, 
let your requests be made known unto 
God : and the peace of God, which passeth 
all understanding, shall keep your hearts 
and minds through Christ Jesus,' Phil. iv. 
6,7. 

How dreadfully cruel is the heart of man, 
when not softened by the grace of God ! 
It would seem tiiat Nebuchadnezzar remain- 
ed seated on his throne, and looking to he- 
bold the agonizing death of those who had 
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done him do wrong. For we learn that ho 
was astonished, and rose up in haste ; and, 
as if not willing to trust his own senses, he 
asked his councillors whether three men, 
hound, had not been cast into the midst of 
the flames : they answered, * True, O king ;' 
and true it was, to their eternal shame. 
But the king had beheld a sight that gave an 
answer to his vaunting question, * Who is 
that God that shall deliver you out of my 
hands ?' He saw four men, loose, walking 
in the midst of the fire, and they had no 
hurt ; and the form of the fourth was like 
the Son of God, one too bright and glorious 
to be mistaken for a mortal man. Nebu- 
chadnezzar knew not the true God, and 
could know nothing of His Son ; but he was 
convinced that it must be a Divine person 
who appeared before him. We do not 
know who that fourth was : he might be an 
angel, such as was sent to shut the lions' 
mouths, when Daniel was cast into their 
den; or the blessed Jesus might then 
deign to appear in a visible shape to His 
fiiithful servants, as He did of old to Abnt- 
ham un the plains of Mamre. We cannot 
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tell ; but we know that Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed-nego, had the promise of the 
Lord, given by Isaiah, fulfilled to them. 
We read, in the forty-third chapter of that 
prophet, 'When thou passest through the 
waters, I will be with thee, and through the 
rivers, they shall not overflow thee : when 
thou walkest through the fire, thou shah 
not be burned ; neither shall the flames kin- 
dle upon thee. For I am the Lord thy 
God: the Holy one of Israel, thy Sa 
vior.' 

It was eertainly a beautiful type of the 
great work which the Lord Jesus has done 
for his people. He not only took upon 
Him the form of man, but made himself a 
partaker of all the pains and sorrows that 
man is exposed to, even to a cruel and 
disgraceful death, in order that He might 
deliver us from everlasting flames. 

Tribulation is called a fiery trial; and, 
if Christ be with us in that fire, it will be 
with us as it was wi^ the three Jews. 
They were cast in, bound, but they came 
out loose : and how often do we find some 
poor unthinking sinner brought into great 
12 
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trouble, with all his sins upon him, like 
chains and bonds ; until, the Lord blessing 
his afflictions to the good of his soul, he is 
led to call in earnest upon Him for help ; 
and then He, who is exalted to be a Prince 
and a Savior, to give repentance and re- 
mission of sins, bestows the gift of repent- 
ance and faith upon the trembling sinner, 
so that he is able to obtain deliverance from 
his sins ; and then whether his worldly dis- 
tresses remain or not, his soul is free, and 
he can walk in the midst of trouble, refresh- 
ed by the presence of the Lord, contented, 
and happy. But let us never imagine that 
our troubles obtain for us the favor of God. 
Oh, no : it is of God's free and undeserved! 
mercy, if our sorrows are not eternal. It 
was He alone who gave grace and strength 
to Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego, thus 
to confess Him before men : as He says in 
Isaiah, « This people have I formed for my- 
self, and they shall shew forth my praise. 
And it is remarkable how Nebuchad- 
nezzar appears to have acknowledged 
this. 
Leaving his throne, the king ^ drew near 
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to the motith of the still burning fiery fur- 
nace, and called to them, ' Shadrach, Me- 
shach, and Abed-nego, ye servants of the 
Most High God, come forth, and come 
hither.' Here was an instance of God's 
people letting their light so shine before 
men, that they, seeing their good works, 
were compelled to glorify Him who had 
given such strength unto his children. It 
wzBZL good^ork ; for, when the Jews asked 
our Lord, * What shall we do, that we might 
work the works of God?' He answered, 
' This is the work of God, that ye believe 
on Him whom He hath sent.' John vi. 28, 
29. Now, it was through faith, or believing, 
that these three men • wrought righteous- 
ness,' and ^quenched the violence of fire,* 
Heb. xi. 33, 34 ; and that is no true faith, 
which does not * bring forth fruit unto holi- ' 
ness.' It is easy to say that we believe in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and love him : it is 
easy to persuade ourselves that we belong to 
Him; but what says St John? 'If we say 
that we have fellowship with him, and walk 
in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth,' 
1 John!. 6. 
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And now, dear children, never be satisfied 
that your religion is the true and saving re- 
ligion of the Bible, if you find sin pleasant, 
and the commandments of God grievous to 
you ; for, • He that saith, I know Him, and 
keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, 
and the truth is not in him ;' and * He that 
saith he abideth in Him, ought himself also 
so to walk, even as he walked,' I John ii. 
4 — 6. Why did Nebuchadnezzar address 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, as * ser- 
vants of the Most High God?' Because they 
* yielded their bodies, that they might not 
serve nor worship any god except their own 
God.' But was this alone a proof of their 
belonging to the Lord ? No : for St. Paul 
says, * Though I give my body to be burned, 
and have not charity, it profiteth me noth- 
ing,' 1 Cor. xiii. 3. Thus we see how very 
careful we must be in examining ourselves, 
that we may not be deceived. Faith, we are 
told, worketh by love. That is, true faith 
shows itself in love to God and to man, ful« 
filling the commandments of God because 
we love Him, and love makes all service 
very sweet. This love is the charity of 
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which St Paul speaks : and works that are 
done from any other motive than this love 
to God, and to main for the Lord's sake, are 
not, cannot he good works — they profit no- 
thing. 

Do you think that the Lord saved his 
three faithful servants out of the hurning 
fiery furnace in reward for their consenting 
to he cast into it ? No : for it would have 
heen a happy and a glorious change indeed 
for them, to have left their poor hodies in 
the flames, and have entered at once into the 
joys of heaven. But the king of Babylon 
had defied the Lord, saying, ' Who is that 
God that shall' deliver you out of my hands?' 
and it pleased the Most High to show the 
idolatrous king and his people, that He both 
could and would work such a deliverance as 
nothing but Almighty power could possibly 
effect. Many of God's dear children have 
died in the flames, rather than forsake the 
true faith of Christ, and worship images ; 
and, while they were being consumed to 
ashes, their unhappy persecutors stood by, 
and thought them accursed of God. But the 
frith) and the hope, and obedimice of those 
12* 

Digitized by Google 



138 THE OOLDBN IMAOS. 

martyrs were exactly the same faith, hope, 
and obedience that supported the three 
Jews : and the God who suffered them to 
die in those flames, was the very same God 
who delivered Shadrach, Meshach, and 
A.bed*nego from the fiery furnace ; His pow- 
er, his love, and his faithfulness were the 
very same as when He put forth his great 
might to confound the ignorant worshipers 
on the plain of Dura. He has not promised 
to save our bodies from danger, suffering or 
death ; but He does promise to preserve our 
souls, and, if we are faithful unto death, to 
give us a crown of life. 

By thus wonderfully saving them from the 
fiery furnace, the Lord confessed Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego as His children, 
before the whole kingdom of Babylon ; but 
the humblest and poorest of us all, who have 
grace given us now to confess Christ before 
men, and to resist sin, which dishonors His 
name and cause-— yes, the humblest and 
poorest of us has the promise of being open- 
ly confessed by the Lord Jesus before his 
Father and the angels that are in heaven. 

We may be assured that die beautiful hift* 
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torj of these three servants of God is giren 
for our encouragement and instruction ; for 

* this God is our God/ if we be indeed of the 
number of His believing people. How per- 
fect is the deliverance which He works! 
We do not merely find that upon their bodies 
the fire had no power, but, ' nor was an hair 
of their head singed, neither were their coats 
changed, nor the smell of fire had passed on 
them.' It has been remarked, that as the 
Chaldeans worshiped fire among their strange 
gods, this entire victory over the power of 
that element must have made them feel the 
contempt in which the Lord Jehovah held 
all those things that they reverenced. The 
fire which, at a distance, slew their most 
mighty men by its violence, had not power 
to scorch a thread of the believers' garments* 
nor to leave its smell upon them. It was a 
mighty miracle, and full of delightful in- 
struction 

Our Lord, in one of his parables, says, 

* He that is faithful in that which is least, is 
faithful also in much ;* and here we have an 
example of it If the Jewish captives had 
•aten of the king's unlawful meat to nourish 
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their bodies, we can hardly suppose that they 
wotdd hare had grace to resist the greater 
temptation of saving those bodies from a 
cruel death by worshiping his idol. This 
shows us the great importance of consider- 
ing nothing as trifling which concerns the 
duty which we owe to the Lord. 

You, dear boys and girls, may not be 
tempted to commit the great sin of idolatry, 
nor called to give up your lives in defence 
of your faith ; but remember that our Lord 
has likewise said, * He that is unjust in the 
least, is unjust also in much ;^ and a very 
small matter may serve to show what manner 
of spirit you are of. A bit of riband held up 
in the air will inform us which way the wind 
blows, as surely as a great vane on the stee- 
ple. It is the disposition of the heart that 
God looks to, and that will show itself in the 
words and actions of every day. If you 
study the characters of those who are men- 
tioned in Scripture as having enjoyed the 
love of God, you will find that the sense of 
His continual presence was that which kept 
them safe, and enabled them to * walk cir- 
cumspectly.' Th«is we are told that « Moms 
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endured, as seeing Him who is invisible^' 
Joseph withstood temptation by asking, * How 
can I do this great wickedness, and sin against 
God?' and he prospered every where, in 
the prison or the palace, because 'the 
Lord was with Joseph.' Jacob made it his 
hope and prayer, that God would be with 
him and keep him in the way wherein he 
went. Moses, on behalf of the people of 
Israel, said, * If thy presence go not with me, 
carry us not up hence.' David's grout i of 
confidence was, that he set the Lord always 
Before him :. and Paul, in the midst of hb 
severest trials, could say that the Lord stood 
by him and strengthened him. An idle or 
unfaithful servant will not desire that his 
master's eye should be always upon him ; 
and it is so far well, if we can take pleasure 
at all times in saying, with Hagar, ' Thou, 
God, seest me.' But let us remember that, 
unless He sees us in Christ Jesus, He can 
only regard us with wrath, and be to us a 
consuming fire. Not one of all those holy 
men of old had any thing in himself that the 
Lord could love ; for they were all corrupt, 
and gone astray, and become abominable 
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through the sin that was in them ; but God 
made them ' accepted in the beloved,' for 
they were united to Christ by faith, as the 
brani^hes are utiited to the viu^, and the fruit 
of good works which they bore was all from 
that union, not of themselves. 

Only think a little ; if you had a tree in 
your garden, and were to cut off a branch 
from it, would you expect that branch to bear 
fruit in its separated state ? No ; you would 
not be so foolish. You would say to any one 
who advised you to keep it for that purpose, 
* The branch cannot live by itself ; it was 
nourished by the sap which came up from 
the root by the trunk ; and, now that it is 
cut off, it must die for wantof that nourish- 
ment.* Any body could understand this; 
and by this you may yourself understand 
bow impossible ii is for you to live, in the 
sight of God, and to bear fruit to His glory, 
if you are not supported by the grace of the 
liOrd Jesus Christ, as the branch is by th^ 
sap of the tree. There is a great deal about 
ihis in the fifteenth chapter of St. John's 
Qospel, which I beg of you to study. 

1 tell you all this, because it is likely 
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It at yon have been eaying in your hearts, 'If 
I had been in the place of Shadrach, Me^ 
shach, and Abed-nego, I would have done just 
as they did. All the flames of Nebuchadnea* 
zar's furnace should not have frightened me 
into falling down before an idol. I, t0O» 
irould have yielded my body, and cheerfully 
suffered death, rather than have committed 
such a great sin against God.' I dare say 
that such is your real feeling ; but to make 
sure that your constancy would have been so 
great, you must inquire whether you are 
able every day to deny yourself, and to take 
up your cross, and follow Christ* That is, 
can you, for the sake of His name and his 
eause, deny yourself the indulgence of your 
covetous desires, your bodily appetites, and 
your evil tempers ? Are you walkhig in hum- 
bleness and lowliness of mind, meek, patient» 
forgiving, and tender hearted? Are you 
very careful that none of the Lord's enemiee 
should have occasion given them to spealf 
evil of His people through your misconduct ! 
are you watching against the temptatione of 
Satan, with the shield of &ith, and the sword 
•f the Spirit, which is the word.of Ood*; 
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pra3ring always, with all prayer and suppli* 
cation Sn the Spirit, and watching therennt'^, 
with all perseverance ? If this be the caoe, 
there is good hope indeed that the Lord is 
with you now, and that, if a great trial came 
upon you. He would give you great grace 
to endure it, and make you more than con* 
queror through him that loved you. But 
many fancy that they could endure great 
trials, who fall when exposed to very small 
ones : and such have no reason to boast, but 
rather to fear, lest they be deceiving their 
ownselves. 

God is just and equal in all his ways. To 
all who call upon Him, he gives grace accor- 
ding to their present need; but, if they will 
not use it now, what reason have they to ex- 
pect a greater share, when a greater trial 
comes? Some people are ashamed to be 
reckoned amongst the followers of Christ, 
because the world laughs at them, calling 
them Methodists, Saints, and so forth. Do 
they think that the kindling of a fiery fur- 
nace before their eyes, to burn their bodies, 
would give them more Courage? or that they 
who will 80 fiir deny Christ to keep on good 



Digitized by Google 



TH£ GOLDEN IMAOS. 145 

terms with His enemy, the world, would not 
be tempted to stretch their conscience so far 
as to pay a little outward reverence to th^ 
golden image ? Others will boldly face the 
sneers of their acquaintance, and openly join 
themselves to Christ's despised little flock' ; 
but they cannot give up any of their own in- 
dulgences of dress, good living, or slothful 
ways, to help His poor members. I cannot 
but doubt whether such would give up their 
flesh and bones to torture for the honor of 
the Head, while they ahow so little love for 
His body the Church. Others, again, will 
both join Christ's people, and willingly do 
tliem any service ; but cannot put a check on 
their selfish and passionate tempers, nor pa- 
tiently bear with the infirmities of the weak, 
nor tame their own unruly tongues. These 
lack love ; and though they should even give 
their bodies to be burned, what would it pro* 
fit them. 

Oh ! let us seek after that precious gift of. 
love» of self-denial, of the meek and quiet 
spirit which is, in God's sight, of great price ! 
It is love, not wrath, that will enable as to 
withstand the assaults of our foes. The ^ar 
13 
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of encouraging them in sin will be a power 
ful motive to keep us from yielding to theii 
bad counsel : and while walking in love and 
in the power of the Holy Ghost, we shall 
shall not fear what man can do unto us 
Whatever may be our difficulties, dangers 
or temptations, herein is our sure word of 
comfort, '* Our Ood, whom we serve, is ablb 

TO DELIVER US.'* 

How wondront art thou, Omnipotent Lord ! 
How great are thy works 1 how fiiidifiil tfay wordt 
Who shall not adore thee, 

Beholding thy ways, 
And tremble before thee. 
And fdng to tfay praise * 

Upheld by thy hand, through peril and woe, 
TJnhort we pursue our journey below, 
The Lord of salvation 

Hath trodden this road ; 
Throngh sore tribulation 
He reached His abode : 

And we by his grace, are ready to brave 
Pain* tronble, and shame, the cross, and tfaa gtmmi 
On palitt dark and dreary, 
His daybeams, oatsbed, 
GiTea strength to the weavy, 
And Ufe to the dead 
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O Savior of men, command us to come, 
And guide us along to thy heavenly home I 
We pant to adore thee 

In glory's bright blaze. 
To triumph before thee. 
And shout to thy prai&e ! 
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CHARLOTTE ELIZABETH. 



•*WlMB tbey saw the itar, tbey rejoiced with 
great joy.**— Matthew 8. 10. 
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The sun has now disappeared behind the 
western hills, and the rich, beautiful colors, 
that remained for a while to mark the spot 
where he seemed to sink, already fade into a 
pale red. What is that which sparkles and 
twinkles so brilliantly? 

That is the evening star : it is the first that 
we behold upon the sky, and the most richly 
beautiful of all. For it is not only bright in 
itself, but seems to float in brightness, and 
to have no need of the darkness of night to 
make it visible. Other stars remain conceal- 
ed until the shades of evening become much 
deeper ; and then, as we look up, we may 
discover one after another peeping forth, as it 
were to remind us that the heavens will still 
be telling the glory of God ; and that, if one 
sun have ceased for a few hours to declare 
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the greatness of the Creator to us, a thousand 
yet remain ready to bear witness ; and as the 
poet beautifully expresses it, 

" Together nnging, as tiiey Blune, 
The hand that made them is diyine.*' 

Looking to those bright orbs, we seem to 
behold a covering of some dark, blue sub« 
stance spread above our heads, and a great 
number of shining spots of different sizes, 
stuck upon it. But is this the case ? No : 
there is no substance in that dark, blue color 
— ^nothing that the hand can touch. It is all 
pure ether ; and the stars, that seem so 
crowded together, are many millions of miles 
from us, and from each other : their size ap- 
pearing greater or less, as they are nearer 
to our earth, or farther removed into that high 
vault of beautiful azure. What supports them, 
then, and keeps them in such perfect order, 
that we know where to look for each partic- 
ular star, nor ever miss one out of its accus- 
tomed place ? They neither have nor need 
any other support, than the will of Him who 
upholdeth all things by the word of his power. 
He spake, and they were created : he willed 
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ihem to remain, and they abide. In a mo- 
ment he could extin^ish all their fires, and 
crush into nothing the glorious objects which 
his right hand hath made : in a moment could 
he sweep those glittering worlds from the 
wide field of ether, and create another uni* 
verse ; but his tender mercy is over all his 
works, and they remain to tell his praises, 
and we to study the impressive teaching that 
they convey. 

Look at that broad, pale streak, which 
runs along the sky, called the milky way. 
It is formed by an immense number of stars, 
so very remote, that we cannot distinguish 
ihem one from another ; yet so bright and 
and so numerous, as to give that lovely ap- 
pearance of a belt of light. And what are 
these stars ? Astronomers tell us that each 
of them is a sun, capable of affording light 
and heat as powerful as that of our sun, 
which we know has several other planets, 
like our earth, to illumine and to warm : and, 
since we are assured that our God has made 
nothing in vain, many suppose that every 
one of these myriads of suns has its company 
of worlds ; and those worlds, perhaps inhab* 
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ited by rational creatures like ourselTes. 
Oh ! what an awful view does this open to 
us of the greatness, the majesty, the wisdom, 
the lore of God our Savior ! Well might 
David, when considering the starry heavens, 
cry ou^ *' Lord, what is man, that thou art 
mindful of himP^ Well may the seraphim 
exclaim, ''Great and marvellous are thy 
works. Lord God Almighty !" 

Would you like to hear the history of a 
star ! I think I can tell you one ; very short 
but very interesting ; and, oh ! how precious 
to you and to me ! 

The Jews, you know, were God's chosen 
people. He took them from among all the 
nations of the earth, and made them acquaint- 
ed with his great name, and character, and 
will. Of Him, the Lord Jehovah, we can 
know nothing but what he is himself pleased 
to tell us. We cannot look beyond this 
visible creation, nor discover from it more 
than that some Power, &r mighter than aught 
that we can imagine, must have made it, and 
must still govern it : from the <^der and beau« 
ty of his government, we may be quite satis* 
fied that He is most wise« most powerful, and 
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most good. But, beyond this, we ean know 
nothing certainly ; and the only use to be 
made of this natural knowledge is, to pray to 
the great unseen Being, that he will be pleas* 
ed yet farther to reveal himself to our daiic 
imderstandings. It is for neglecting to do 
Uiia, that so many millions are condemned, 
m we learn from Scripture, Acts xir. 17: 
xiriL 27 : Rom. i. 20, 21. 

After the flood, there was but one fitmily 
left alive upon the earth, that of Noah : and 
we are sure ihat to them the Lord was fully 
known. After a while, however, sinful men, 
not liking to retain God in their knowledge, 
neglected his service, despised his commands, 
and at last even forgot his name, and fell to 
worshiping the snn, moon, stars, — ^nay the 
very beasts and reptiles, stocks and stones, 
and became altogether the servants of Satan, 
who is always at work to torn our hearts 
from God. 

In this state of things, it pleased the Moe 
High once more to mako a revelation of him* 
self to mankind, by calling Abraham from 
among his idolatrous kindred, and giving him 
a fall knowledge of dia salvation that ia to 
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eome into the world by Jesus Christ ; as we 
read that our Lord said unto the Jews, 
** your father Abraham rejoiced to see my 
day ; and he saw it, and was glad/' John viiL 
56. From this time, the Lord continued to 
distinguish the descendants of Abraham, by 
giving them prophets, who made known to 
them all His will, and who constantly test!* 
fied of the coming of One who should be bom 
among them, and in whom all the kindreds 
of the earth should be blessed. The rest of 
the world was in heathen darkness, but ^he 
Jews had still the writings of these holy men; 
and if they had rightly understood and ob« 
served them, they would have been prepar* 
ed from the least unto the greatest, to wel- 
come the promised Savior, when he, in the 
fulness of time^ at last appeared. And how 
did this long«promised Prince and Savior ap- 
pear ? We know that he came down from 
heaven, to wear the likeness of sinful flesh, 
and to dwell among men, that he might re- 
concile them to God, and become the Con- 
queror of siU) which had enslaved them— of 
death, which is the wages and consequence 
of sin — and of hell, which is prepared for uor 
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holy men. As He says in the book of the 
prophet Hosea, ''I wUl ransom them from 
the power of the grave ; I will redeem them 
from death ; O death.^ I will be thy plagues ; 
O grave, I will be thy destruction/* It 
might be supposed, that one so mighty would 
come to our world in auch majesty and glory 
as that world had never before seen ; that 
the brightest palace of the most exalted 
among earth's monarchs would be chosei^ 
for his habitation, and the splendor of hea- 
ven be made visible below. Far different 
was the coming of the King of kings ! It 
pleased him to be born of a lowly maiden, to 
make a stable his birth-place, and to be cra- 
dled in a manger. And while the proud* 
prejudiced Jews were looking for such a de» 
liverance only as should free their country 
from the power of the Romans, and exalt 
them among men, the Messiah came to be 
despised and rejected. *' He came unto his 
own and his own received him not." 

Far to the east of Judea, however, ihere 

dwelt a few who had received a knowledge 

of the expected coming of this Mighty One. 

How they obtained it, we do not exactly 

14 
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know. Some of the writings of Moses might 
hare reached their land, or some dispersed . 
Israelites might have carried among them 
the news of that great promise to which they 
had been taught to look. Or the prophet 
Daniel, who was so exactly informed of the 
time of Christ's coming, and the nature ol 
his office, as we find in the ninth chapter ol 
the book of l>amel, might have left some 
record among them. Daniel's long captivi- 
ty in Babylon, was in many Instances over* 
ruled to the glory of God, in a most signal 
manner : and this may have been one of its 
happy effects. The Lord's people are some* 
times tempted to complain, that his dealings 
with them seem severe and dark; but he 
nerer afflicts without some purpose of mercy 
to them, or to his church. All his wa3r8 are 
ialthfulness and truth. The Lord would not 
leare himself without witness among the 
Gentiles ; and while the wise men were 
waiting for the promised Savior, He caused 
the star to appear — a bright star, distin- 
guished from all the host of heaven, shone 
over them in their own country ; and they 
knew that it brought intelligence of that great 
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event, the birth of Him who was '^ born Kingr 
of the Jews" and whom they understood to 
be so far exalted above all earthly kings, that 
they directly commenced a long journey, on 
purpose to worship Him* 



Behold, then, these eastern Sages, setting 
#ut on the most important journey that man 
can engage in — to find a Savior. They 
knew no more than that such a Savior was 
to be found : and to find him they were re- 
solved. Oh ! that you and I may be equal* 
ly determined, and count no toil, no dan- 
ger, no difficulty worth a thought, so that we 
may at last come to worship at his feet! 
We too have our star : for St. Peter says, 
** We have also a more sure word of prophe- 
cy ; wherennto ye do well that ye take 
heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark 
place, until the day dawn, and the day-star 
arise in your hearts." We are poor, lost 
sinners, in danger of eternal death : there if 
but one Savior to whom we can flee for re- 
fuge : and since God has revealed to us, by 
his holy word» that such a Deliverer may be 
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found, let us think nothing of earthly friendB 
or earthly possessions, but lift up our eyes 
to heaven, and, under the guidance of God, 
diligently seek Him, whom to know is eter- 
nal life. We do not need to take along 
journey for that purpose. We have only to 
send our hearts on the *search, and to study 
with prayer the Bible, which is our light 
The Lord Jesus will not hide himself from 
any seeking soul, that desires to worship 
him, and to take shelter under his shadow. 

Jerusalem was the royal city of the Jews, 
and thither the wise men bent their way ; 
perhaps expecting to find the new-bom 
King surrounded by his princes. They ar- 
rived, and made the inquiry, but no one 
cotdd inform them of the event. 

Anna the prophetess was in the temple, 
serving Ood night and day : she had seen 
the child Jesus there, and had spoken of him 
to all them that looked for redemption ia 
Jerusalem. Alas ! how small must have 
been the number of such, and how obscure 
their station, since the three strangers met 
not with one, in all their search, who could 
give tbam the glad tidings. They were, pro- 
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bably, not yet aware that the kingdom of the 
Messiah was spiritual ; and they might look 
Aaturally for Him among the highest or- 
der of nobles, and men of the most disHii- 
guished office in the state ; they might inquire 
in the place where those met who had the 
keeping of the public affairs, tmd the man- 
agement of the nation's wealth ; they might 
enter those houses of merchandize which 
especially supplied the luxuries that courts 
delight in, and where they might expect to 
find a thousand brilliant preparations going 
on to adorn the palace and the couch of in 
fant royalty. Wherever they went, th-y 
carried the strange question, ''Whert is 
he that is bom King of th« Jews ?** 
and for all who wondered at the inquiry, 
they had the still stranger explanation to of- 
fer, *' we hare seen his star in the east, and 
are come to worship Him.^ 

They would probably have been dismis- 
sed on all sides, with mockery, but that 
there was a general expectation of some 
great event — the coming of some migh^ 
Deliverer, at that time. Herod, therefore, 
wh«i be heard these things, was troubled, 
14* 
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and all Jerusalem with him. Herod feared 
the loss of his kingdom which he held from 
the Romans, to whom the Jews were in 
subjection. His trouble, therefore, was 
well-grounded ; but how strange that Jeru- 
salem, which groaned under, and hated the 
Roman yoktf, should partake in his feelings ! 
They, no doubt, thought it very extraordi 
nary that a company of Gentile strangers 
should know more about their king than 
they did ; but, probablyr it was the heaven- 
ly character of his mission, shewn forth by 
Ae announcement of a star, that offended 
them. They liked not to be told of the ful- 
filment of prophecy: since the same wri- 
ting9 which foreshow the coming of Messiah, 
denounce the wrath of God on all transgres- 
sors : and declare that the wicked shall be 
tamed into hell. They desired not a spirit- 
ual Ruler, who should subvert the dominion 
of their ungodliness and worldly lusts, or 
bring them into judgment. The language 
of their souls was, *^ Depart from us ; 
for we desire not the knowledge of thy 
ways." 
However^ as such an , appearance wm «3r- 
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pected about that time, Herod consulted the 
chief priests and scribes, vrho had the keep- 
ing and expounding of the prophetical wri- 
tings ; and they were able to inform him 
that the place of Christ's birth would be 
Bethlehem, for so it was expressly declared. 
But neither they, nor any of the people, 
seem to have had the least inclination to go 
and look for Him. 

These were the ** blind guides" concern- 
ing whom our Lord afterwards so solemnly 
warned the people. " The Scribes and the 
Pharisees sit in Hoses' seat : all, therefore, 
whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe 
and do ; but do not ye after their works, for 
they say, and do not." This was strikingly 
proved in the present case. "When asked con- 
cerning what was written in the book of the 
prophets, they turned to it ; and so long as 
they merely declared what they found writ- 
ten there, the people were safe in following 
them. In those days, the law of God was 
not, as now, within every person's reach. 
If you or I want to know what the Scriptures 
testify concerning Christ, we have but to 
stretch forth our hand and take up the bles- 
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sed Bible ; but then the writings of Moses 
and the prophets were carefully laid up in 
the Temple ; and only to be referred to by 
those men who had the keeping of them. 
Mo9es was read in the . synagogue every 
Sabbath day ; and the people could listen to 
the word of God, and take all its warnings 
and consolations to themselves : but the 
chief priests aud Scribes were no longer to 
be followed, than while they read out of the 
book of the law ; for their own doctrine 
was as false, as their hearts and lives were 
unholy ; and our Lord has given us a sure 
test by which to judge of both. In regard 
to doctrine, we must look '* to the law and 
to the testimony : if they speak not accord 
ing to this word, it is because there is no 
light in them ;" and for their lives and prac- 
tice, «* By their fruits ye shall know them." 
Ministers who preach a crucified Savior as 
the sole ground of hope, and who insist on 
sanctification as the necessary fruit of a true 
faith, while their own lives bear witness to 
the sincerity of their profession, are to be 
followed, and had in reverence, for th^ 
bear the high commission of ambassadors 
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'from Christ ; and to them he says, ** he that 
despiseth you, despiseth me." 

Where now are those very Chief Priests 
and Scribes, who answered Herod' j inquiry, 
and who certainly knew both that the time 
was come when Christ should be born, and 
also that his birth-place was so near at hand 
as to leave them no excuse in not searching 
him out ? Itis an awful question ; their dust 
is long since mingled with the earth around 
it ; and their spirits have been waiting, for 
more than eighteen hundred years, the ter- 
rible day when they must appear before the 
judgment-throne of Him whose lowly cra- 
dle they scorned, and in whose after suffer- 
ings some of them might have lived to take 
an active part of cruel persecution. Yes, 
it is an awful thought, that we shall actu- 
ally meet and behold those very men, and 
see them stand along with guilty Herod and 
his ungodly attendants, and with many a 
Jew, well taught in the oracles of God, 
while the Gentiles from the east appear to 
their condemnation. And have professing 
Christians no privileges to answer for ? Shall 
no poor, simple, believing souls, from among 
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the distant heathen, who hare but just heard of 
Christ from the imperfect accents of a mis- 
sionary stranger, and yet have gladly era 
braced Him, and walked faithfully according 
to the light which they had — shall none 
such stand forth to put many to shame! 
Are we indeed following hard after Christ, 
in oui* own persons, earnestly striying to 
make our calling and election sure — ^walking 
faithfully and uprightly in holy self-denial, 
in renunciation of the world, in abundance 
of patience, of humility, of zeal, and love, 
after his most blessed example ? Or are we 
merely, by bearing His name, and attending 
on his ministers, directing others to look for 
him, while we sit fettered by indolence that 
we will not shake ofif, and lusts that are 
dearer to us than the salvation of our souls, 
or the glory of our acknowledged King? 
Let not this instructive passage pass awayt 
and be forgotten ; but let us look deeply in»- 
to our own breasts, to ascertain whether 
what is there occasions us most to resemble 
the carnal and indifierent Jews, or the hum* 
ble, zealous, diligent and <*.i^voted eaatem 
^TarelerSt 
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They were told to proceed to Bethle* . 
hem ; and they were too mtieh in ear 
nest in their search to wait for any other 
assistance. God had sent them forth ; and 
they seem to have had a simple and firm re« 
liance on his guidance that was abundantly 
answered. Who ever trusted in Him, and 
was confounded ? 

Behold, then, the wise men leaving the 
gates of Jerusalem, despised, and probably 
laughed at by ^se who consiidered it but a 
vain attempt, to look for a Savior, when 
they themselves were looking only for what 
might please themselves, and turn to their 
worldly profit. Bethlehem was not very 
far off ; but, from the little help that they 
had hitherto got, the strangers would hardly 
expect much assistance in finding the King, 
whose subjects seemed to know nothing of 
his very existence. Perhaps it was evening, 
and the cool breeze, so refreshing in that 
sultry climate, was beginning to fan their 
brow. They looked up, and good reason 
they had to look up to heaven, when earth 
cared so little about what they had set their 
hearts on. They wanted to see Jesus^ ; and 
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the world always looks strange upon those 
who confess such a want. The world sees 
in Him no heauty, that it should desire him ; 
it hates the holiness that is his chief heauty ; 
and its professions of respect for him are as 
hollow as those .of Herod, who desired to 
know where he was to he found, in order, 
not to worship, hut to destroy him. Bat 
Christ reveals himself to his sincere wor- 
shipers as he does not to the world ; and 
no sooner did the travelers raise their eyes, 
hut they heheld a refreshing sight. High 
over their heads, shining in the serene sky, 
appeared the star, — the very star which 
they had seen in the east, and which now 
came to satisfy them that they were doing 
right in continuing the search, and to direct 
them to a happy issue. " When they saw 
the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great 
joy." Well might they do so ! They had 
made a long and tedious journey, had met 
with disappointment where they expected to 
find what they sought, and must have had 
their feelings chilled, and their hopes damp- 
ed hy the indifference of the Jevnsh people 
to what seemed to concern them far more 
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nearly than themselres. It was in the hour 
of this discouragement, that the Lord was 
pleased to give the sure token of his gracious 
guidance, and caused the star to go before 
them unto Bethlehem, to point out their 
way. We get helps by ordinary means, so 
far as common help can arail ; and if we 
diligently use those means, persevering 
through difficulties, the Lord will so pro* 
vide, that higher help shall appear when 
those fail. Sooner would every star in the 
firmament be rolled out of its course, than 
He forsake one humble, trusting soul, that 
waits for the manifestation of his saving 
grace, in the way of his own appointment. 
Beautiful star! How fit an emblem of 
Him whom it came to proclaim ! Heaven- 
ly in its birth, unmingled with the pollutions 
of this rebellious world, and far removed 
firom an unholy touch — ^pursuing in calm 
majesty its appointed course, looking down 
on the darkness of earth, and giving ligh 
sufficient for the safe ^idance of those who 
placed their observation upon it Most truly, 
yet how fiiinUy, does it shadow forth the 
glory of Him who ia Lord of all the heaven- 
15 
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I7 hoBli ; and who, on quitting the bright 
companies of the sky to dwell for a while 
among the sons of the dust, yet continued 
perfectly holy, harmleasy undefiled, separate 
from sinners, untainted by the slightest shade 
of human corruption, original or actual ; his 
mortal form providing a sanctuary where the 
Godhead dwelt enshrined, pure in its charac- 
ter as the first Adam, before sin had entered 
to deface the heaTenly work — pure as when 
the Lord breathed into his nostrils the breath 
of life and looked upon him, and pronounced 
him '* good." Thus blending earth and ^eaf• 
Ten, did OQr incarnate Jehorah appear 
among men, and patiently follow his assign- 
ed path of woe and suffering, fulfilling the 
law which our guilt had violated in every 
part, and dispelling the darkness of every 
aoul that looks by faith to Him. The wise 
men who beheld that star, knew not whence 
it came, nor whither it went, yet they clear- 
ly beheld it, and stood not to question ita 
origin* The people of theur county were 
of old greatly famed for astronomy, and Ibr 
•eience^^&lsely so called," andAey might 
hare wf/nkif in wm qaestioiiisg^ ike lime aA 
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forded to observe the star : but not 8o« in all 
things they afford us a most profitable lesson* 
and here we see the value of simple faith, as 
opposed to those *' vain babblings," which, 
abound whenever the pride of man begins 
to exercise itself by intruding into things not 
seen. Much of this spirit exists in our day ; 
men ^* heap to themselves teachers, having 
itching ears ;" but let it be our prayer to 
be kept humble, remembering that our Star 
— the Star of Jacob — shines to raise our 
view from earth to heaven, and to lift us high 
above the cavils and disputes, which the 
apostle points to as as the mark of being, 
** not spiritual, but carnal/' 

Rejoicing in the brightness of their gnidOy 
the eastern sages fixed their eyes upon it, 
and followed with glad steps, as it glided 
onward towards the town of David. At 
length it became stationary ; and over an 
humble cottage, where no one would have 
looked for a king. But this did not troublo 
the wise men : they sought Jesus, and wher^ 
ever they found him, there was all their sal- 
vation, and all their desire. They found 
Him. Did they start back I Did they ear* 
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neatly inquire whether majesty could indeed 
dwell in such a home? Not they. They 
saw Jesus i they who had sought Him in 
faith, now saw him by faith, and the visible 
ight disappearing from their eyes, the day- 
star arose in their hearts, giving them such 
peace and joy as left no room for doubt 

And here let us particularly remark the 
language of Scripture. *' And when they 
were come into the house, they saw the 
young child, with Mary his mother, and fell 
down and worshiped ^im." There can be no 
doubt but that these wise men were under 
the special teaching and direction of the 
Holy Spirit in all that they did. Their 
being miracuonsly warned in a dream, im- 
mediately after, proves that, although the star 
had disappeared, they were still the objects 
of God's peculiar care. They were led by 
the Spirit of God to salute the infant Jesus 
with divine honors, for frankincense was 
burned on the altars of God ; and the very 
act of worshiping him bespoke as much. 
Let us therefore take heed that we refuse not 
to render unto the second Person in the 
glorious Trinity that homage which Jeho- 
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vah claims : and let us also diligently and 
affectionately represent to our Roman Catho- 
lic neighbors, how far were those heaven- 
directed sages from offering any worship, 
any gifts, unto the mother of Jesus. She 
was there before them, in that very attitude 
probably, in which the Church of Rome 
lores to present her as a meet object of the 
people's devotion, holding the infant Jesus 
in her arms; and had she possessed any 
claim to the title, «« Mother of God," it surely 
would then and there have been acknow- 
ledged. But no : Mother of Ood she could 
not be, who was but a creature of yesterday, 
brought into existence by his forming hand ; 
and by divine grace, made an humble and 
blessed partaker in the redemption purchas- 
ed for sinners. 

But to worship, of whatever kind or de- 
gree, she had not, nor can have, any claim ; 
nor is any expression or title addressed to 
her, which can sanction it. The angel Oa- 
briel saluted her, saying, *' Hail ! thou that 
art highly favored ; the Lord is with thee ; 
blessed art thou among women ;** and the 
Lord greeted the women who first saw him 
IB* , 
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after his resQirection, *« all hail !'* As h 
was said to Mary, " blessed art thou among 
women" it was said concerning another wo- 
man^ ** blessed above women shall Jael, the 
wife of Heberthe Kenite, be," Judges v. 24. 
To worship the Virgin Mary is certainly 
idolatrous, and we cannot be too earnest in 
warning all around us on a subject so impor- 
tant. Obserre how distinctly it is said the 
wise men " fell down and worshipped Him," 
even Jesus alone, who stooped so low from 
his eternal throne, that, when he ascended 
up on high again, he might receive gifts for 
them, and for you and for me, such as Al- 
mighty power alone can furnish, and Al- 
mighty love alone bestow. And what are 
these precious giflts ? The pardon of sin, 
without which all other things would be in 
vain. You may give money, and houses, 
and lands, to a criminal who is under sen- 
tence of death ; but what good can they do 
him, if he is still to be executed to-morrow! 
We are all condemned by the righteous law 
of the holy God, and delivered over to eternal 
death. Therefore, to make other gifts valu- 
able. He must first give us^ a full pardon ; 
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and this the Lord Jesus does, as it is writ* 
ten, " in whom we hare redemption through 
his hlood, the forgiveness of sins/' Eph. i. 7. 
He gives repentance, for he is *^ exalted to 
be a Prince and a Savior, for to give repen- 
tance," Acts V. 31. 

He also gives faith ; for, " by grace are 
ye saved, through faith ; and that not of 
yourselves ; it is the gift of God," Eph. ii. 8« 
He bestows a new nature : " a new heart 
also will I give you, auu a new spirit will I 
put within you," Ezekiel xxxvi. 26. But 
who shall reckon up what Christ has pur- 
chased for his people ? . The riches of Christ 
are " unsearchable," and the believer who 
has drawn most largely from that treasure- 
house, may still plead the promise, *^ call 
unto me, and I will answer thee, and show 
thee great and mighty things which thou 
kwywest notJ' 

Let us, then, look to the fllar-*-the bright 
star of promise, which shines to direct us to 
the blessed King,'* the Lord Jesus, who 
fttands ready to receive us, and to bestow on 
us all the rich purchase of his precious blood. 
We can offer him no gift, but only lay down 
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at his feet the heavy burden of our naitiifold 
sins, beseeching him to take them away. 
We are told, indeed, that a broken and con- 
trite heart he will not despise ; but we have 
no such heart to offer, until he himself 
breaks it and softens it. Let us go to his 
foot-stool, having nothing, wanting every 
thing, and out of the abundance of his grace 
He will supply all our need. " Ask, and ye 
shall receive, that your joy may be fall." 

Oh ! let me share the joy of those 

Who joumey'd from afar, , 

Through wonderins^ friends, and angrjr foes, 

To follow Bethle'm's star; 
Who, when the world was dark and coU, 

And mocked their anzions care, 
Looked up rejoicing to behold 

The star of promise there. 

There shone fall many a brilliant light 

Within proud Salem's walls, 
And costly tapers sparkled bright 

la Herod's princely halls ; 
But that soft star more deaily 8kone» 

That glided still before. 
And led the joyful sages on 

To Bedde Ws cottage door. 
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^Tbxn, Lord, youchrafe my way to guide, 

Direct my etraying feet^ 
Nor let me pause, nor tarn aeide» 

Till I with Jesus meet 
O let me but the favor find, 

To reach that open door ; 
And never be my heart inclined, i 

From Him to wander mora ! 
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